
 
 
13 June 2017 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 
RE: Faith Communities Urged to Respond to the Crisis in South Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria and Yemen 
 
 
We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith is growing 
abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing (2 Thess.1:3). 
 
 
My purpose in writing you is to bring to your attention an urgent appeal regarding the crisis in Africa, but first I would 
like to echo St. Paul’s words to the Thessalonians, I thank God for you, your faith and your generosity. Earlier this 
spring we distributed material asking you to support the St. Peter’s Seminary Fund – Rekindling the Gift. You 
continue to respond generously to the Seminary. Each Father’s Day, including this year, we have asked you to 
acknowledge our priests and support the Priest Pension Fund. Since 2014, you have supported this fund giving us 
the opportunity to provide for the future care of our priests after their retirement. Thank you! 
 
 
The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops working with other faith leaders have recently launched a national 
appeal calling upon Canadians to mobilize in response to one of the world’s largest humanitarian crises since  
World War II; the grim reality of multiple famines occurring in South Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria and Yemen. 
 
 
In February 2017, the United Nations declared there are 20 million people, including 1.4 million children, at risk of 
death over the coming months in these countries. This crisis results from armed conflicts and severe droughts, with 
hundreds of thousands of people being displaced from their homes. According to the UN, the crisis far exceeds the 
current availability of resources and the amount of funding committed so far by the international community. 
 
 
In a “unified call from the heart”, the bishops and other religious leaders in Canada are urging a threefold response 
from the faithful: 
� Pray:  To remember in your prayers the people of these countries, their government leaders and the 

humanitarian workers in the region. 
� Speak out:  To become informed about the crisis; to speak about it; and to contact Members of Parliament. 
� Give:  To make a financial contribution to a Canadian aid agency working to alleviate this crisis. Contributions 

made by 30 June 2017 to a recognized Canadian charity will be matched by the Government of Canada. 
 
 
Donations can be made electronically, by phone or by mail to any of the following Catholic aid agencies ready to 
forward contributions to assist efforts in the four countries: 
� Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace 

1425 René-Lévesque Blvd. West, 3rd Floor Montréal, Québec  Canada,  H3G 1T7 
Phone:  1-888-664-3387  
https://www.devp.org/en/famine-relief-fund 

� Aid to the Church in Need Canada  
PO Box 40009, RPO Marlee, Toronto ON  M6B 4K4 
Phone:  1-800-585-6333 
www.acn-aed-ca.org/iamstarving 

� Canadian Jesuits International  
7O Saint Mary Street, Toronto, ON  M5S 1J3  
Phone: 1-800-448-2148 
http://www.canadianjesuitsinternational.ca/2017/06/05/famine-relief-appeal/  
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B. 
Bishop of London 


