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Family Matters is published on 

a monthly basis. 

Feel free to contact us with a 

story or witness talk, along 

with pictures by sending it to 

us at hfparish@dol.ca 
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We become what we love 
and who we love shapes what we become. 

If we love things, we become a thing. 
If we love nothing, we become nothing. 

Imitation is not a literal mimicking of Christ, 
rather it means becoming the image of the beloved, 

an image disclosed through transformation. 
This means we are to become vessels 

of God’s compassionate love for others. 
 

St. Clare 



 

 

 

We welcome the Lenten & Easter season this coming Wednesday, Ash 

Wednesday. It is a particularly special season for the followers of Jesus. 

During these next three months we revisit, with love and attentiveness, 

the saving work of Jesus for us, namely, his Passion, Death and 

Resurrection. Jesus fully entered into our human reality through  living, 

loving, suffering, and death. To our amazement, he rose from the dead. Jesus sets that 

pattern for us, his disciples. St. Paul says, “If we die with him, we will also rise with him.”  

So, these precious days are an invitation to us to abide in him, to follow him very closely as 

he teaches us the way in our own lives to live and to love and to suffer and to die, confident 

that with him we will also rise with him to a new and abundant life. 
 

I invite your participation in the various events that are 

prepared for your growth as a disciple.  The Lenten season 

starts with Ash Wednesday. We recall Jesus ‘pushed’ by 

the Holy Spirit into the desert for 40 days of prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving to the poor.  Ash Wednesday Masses and 

the distribution of ashes take place at 8:00am and 

7:00pm on February 14th.  Every Friday during Lent, with  

the exception of Good Friday, we invite you to sit in the 

presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, following the 

10:00am Mass until the Stations of the Cross and Benediction at 

7:00pm.  Each Sunday Liturgy during Lent will focus on three 

things: periods of silence for personal prayer, the call to 

repentance from sin, and an invitation to enter into the Sunday’s 

gospel narrative through a form of Lectio Divina, active 

engagement with the gospel. Additionally, the Mustard Seed 

Catholic religious store on Springbank Drive, east of Wonderland 

Road, offers a limitless variety of devotional books and items.  

 

 

 

 

 

 A WORD FROM FR.BOB 
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“In the silence  
of the heart  
God speaks. 

If you face God 
 in prayer & 

silence,  
God will speak  

to you.”  
 

Mother Teresa 

FRIDAYS IN LENT 
Join us for 10:00 a.m. MASS followed by the 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

until BENEDICTION and the STATIONS OF THE CROSS at 7:00 p.m.  



 
 

The Canadian Catholic Church has its own Development and Peace Organization to reach 

out to our sisters and brothers in need across our needful world. Each year its’ Share Lent 

program targets particular needs around the globe. It is my sincere hope that you would 

consider this as your primary outreach to the poor throughout the world. It guarantees that 

monies are safely directed to those in need, without an expensive advertising budget and 

with extremely low administrative costs. It is the best and most trustworthy process to 

touch the lives of those who directly need our support.  

 

 

 

Finally, we look forward to introducing our most recent parish-sponsored refugees to our 

parish family. Nazarene and her two sons, Eron and Shad, come to us from Iraq. They are a  

wonderful blessing to our city and to our country. They 

will be visiting us on the weekend of March 3-4.  We 

are also using this as an opportunity to raise funds for 

the cost of their flights to Canada, which was not 

covered under the Canadian refugee process. That 

amount is in the neighbourhood of $4,000. More 

details to come. 

 

May we have a blessed Lent & Easter season experience together! 

 

Devotedly yours in the Lord, 

Fr. Bob 

  

                                                                                                                        continued... 
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LENTEN SCHEDULE 

♦ ASH WEDNESDAY ~ February 14th  

   Mass at 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

♦ ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT        

         Fridays during Lent following the 10:00 a.m. Mass until the Stations of the Cross. 
 

♦ STATIONS OF THE CROSS        

   Fridays during Lent from February 16th to March 23rd  at 7:00 p.m.         

  

FAMILY MATTERS – FEBRUARY 2018                                                                                    5 

        

Thanks to money donated annually by Catholics during Share Lent, Development and 
Peace can support 170 partners and 202 projects in 36 countries around the world!  
There are many ways to be part of Share Lent. 

 
Use the Solidarity Calendar with your family which you will find inserted in  

the centre of the bulletin.  You can make a donation on  
Solidarity Sunday, which takes place on Sunday, March 18th. 

To find out more about Share Lent, go to www.dev.org/sharelent/resources 

Lord, 

make me an instrument of Your peace; 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love. 

For  it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born 

to eternal life. 
 

            ~ Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi ~ 



  

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

I would like to share with you the wonderful news about our fully 

initiated Confirmation Candidates at Holy Family Parish.  On the  

weekend of January 27th and 28th, in two incredible celebrations, our Confirmation 

Candidates took an exciting step in their faith journey by receiving the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, through the Sacrament of Confirmation. After five months of 

preparation by parents, priests, teachers, sponsors, family and friends, our 

candidates accepted their role as fully initiated members of the Catholic Church. We 

would like to thank our parish community for all their prayers of support and ask 

that you continue to pray for these young women and men as they continue to 

build their personal relationship with our ever loving God.  Equipped with the seven 

gifts of the Holy Spirit we pray that they will continue on their journey of 

discipleship by maintaining  an active role in our Church, in their schools and in the 

community.  Blessings to all our 2018 Confirmandi! 

 

It is also my pleasure to bring you the good news regarding preparations at Holy 

Family for the grade two students to receive Jesus for the first time in the Eucharist.  

I would like to thank all parents who attended the parent meetings. We ask all 

parishioners to pray for all our grade two students and their families as they 

continue on their faith journey and learn about the sacred mysteries found at the 

table of the Lord.  We would also ask for your prayers for all parents, priests, and 

teachers who will be supporting and preparing 

our grade two students for this very special 

sacrament.   

 

Thank you for all your support and prayers. 

 

Peace, 

Pete Doiron, Pastoral Worker          
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     A few years ago, with the blessing of Fr. Bob, we started a prayer group at Holy 

Family Parish. It seemed as though some people - including myself - had 

been waiting for such a group.  I soon discovered why: my spiritual life had become 

lukewarm. Now I welcomed the breeze of the Holy Spirit. 

      

     After discerning the will of the Holy Spirit we held some Holy Spirit seminars,  

with excellent attendance. I am glad I was part of that process, because it was stimulating and enriching 

for my soul. The Holy Spirit introduced us to "Divine Renovation", and with it came ALPHA as the means of 

renewing Holy Family Parish. Our shepherd, Fr. Bob, has been guiding us through it all. 

 

     In the spring and fall of this year I had the privilege of experiencing ALPHA, first as a participant and 

then as a host. I welcomed the opportunity to get to know Jesus in a new setting while sharing with many 

others, who were also eager to encounter and experience God's love in a more profound way. Within the 

process of ALPHA I came to understand more clearly that I am not an island, but, by God's design, part of a 

wonderful and mysterious community - the Body of Christ - the Church. What a gift! This Church is my 

Home. The closer I draw to Christ, the more I want to serve him. 

      

     I am grateful to be allowed to serve daily Mass, at funeral Masses, to share in distributing Holy 

Communion to the congregation. I receive so many blessings, the friendship of fellow parishioners, 

inspiration and healing, above all, the friendship of Jesus. 

     

     For much of my life, I lived as though things were just happening. As I now, in my senior years, look 

back, I notice things were not happening at all. In hindsight I see clearly that God actually had a  

plan for my life and that the Holy Spirit was guiding me. I 

am learning that my life in God is far deeper and richer 

than I ever thought possible. I also know that I was not 

always faithful to God, but God surely has been faithful to 

me. Furthermore, I discovered that I am called to 

contribute to building community and fostering friendship 

right where I am planted - at Holy Family Parish - by 

passing on some of what God has entrusted to me. 

 

“We know that all things work together for good 

for those who love God, who are called according 

to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28 

 

 

Answering God’s Call 
b y  P e t e r  S c h r o e d e r  
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2017 was a very blessed year for Holy Family Parish. The 

parishioners have opened up their hearts and have provided 

generously to support this parish in many ways. Here are some key 

financial highlights for 2017: 
 

1. Missions: $18,000 was paid to support parish missions.   

         The money was split between the Society of St. Peter the  

         Apostle, the Foundation of Pere Eusebe Menard and the  

         Archdiocese of Keewatin-le-Pas. 
 

2. Refugee Family Support: $33,000 went to support the parish sponsored refugee families. 
 

3. St. Vincent de Paul (S.S.V.P.): $30,000 was collected for St. Vincent de Paul through the 

parish collections. The funds collected went to support the following areas: 

• Majority of the funds received support weekly home visits 

• Supplying food vouchers and vouchers for home furnishing, household items and  

          clothing to deserving individuals and families. 

• Other  funds are allocated to Catholic Schools in our area for Bursaries to  

          deserving students. 

• London Community Chaplaincy – Limberlost campus 

• SSVP Youth Group and London Particular SSVP 
 

4. Knights of Columbus: $8500 was collected by the Knights of Columbus through their 

various activities in 2017 (not part of parish financial summary). Money collected by the 

Knights of Columbus went to support the following areas: 

• Holy Family Parish Grade 8 Retreat 

• Holy Family Discipleship Award  

• Holy Family Comforters Group  

• Holy Family advertisement in Holy Family Parish bulletin 

• St. Peter's Seminary Renovation Foundation  

• Catholic Missions in Canada 

• Knights of Columbus  Rosaries for Graduating Grade 8 classes 

• Knights of Columbus Charities  

• Coats for Kids 

• John Paul II Catholic Secondary School - March for Life  
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• Notre Dame Catholic Elementary School - Youth Leadership Camp  

• London Area Right to Life 

• My Sister's Place 

• The Knights also saved the parish approximately $10,000 by supporting the 

bathroom renovation project! We are very grateful for their support in this and all 

areas of the parish! 

 
5. Catholic Women’s League: $11,500 was collected by the Catholic Women’s League 

through their various activities in 2017 (not included in parish financial summary). Money 

collected by the Catholic Women’s League went to support the following areas: 

• Holy Family Parish 

• St. Joseph’s  Hospice, London 

• Society of St. Vincent De Paul, Holy 

Family Parish   

• Parish School Libraries 

• St. Vincent de Paul Youth Conference  

• Right to Life 

• Children's Aid Society 

• March for Life - STA 

• Merrymount Family Support and  

Crisis Centre       

• Brother Blaise 

• Unity House 

• Holy Family Parish Summer Camp 

• Ronald McDonald House  

• Save a Family Plan 

• Anago  

• Women's Community House 

• Mount Hope           

• Catholic Missions in Canada 

• Birthright    

• L'Arche 

• Mission Services   

• My Sister's Place 

• Parishioners in Nursing Homes   

• Coady Institute 

• St. Joseph's Soup Kitchen   

• Angel of Hope 

• Christmas Gifts: Patients of Mental Health       

• Development & Peace 

 

Some of you may be wondering what are the needs of the parish are financially. While there are 

some brick and mortar items that need attention, the most important area we need growth in is 

parish personnel. We would like to be able to hire a Director of Pastoral Services. This 

additional person would give us the opportunity and resources to expand and coordinate our 

parish spiritual development activities. The Director of Pastoral Services will be responsible for 

Ministry Development (including family, youth and children), revamping the sacramental 

preparation structure, Alpha and more! Please consider reviewing your donations for 2018 to 

support the hiring for this role. We can only do this when you share the abundant graces God 

has given you with the parish!  May God bless you and your family in 2018! 
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TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS  

VS.  

MONTREAL CANADIENS 
  

 
 

Saturday, March 17, 2018  

7:00 p.m.  
Air Canada Centre, Toronto 

  

Tickets include a one night accommodation at the  

Royal York Hotel, a travel allowance (return London-Toronto), 

and a $100 pre-paid gift card. 
 

Tickets are $10.00 each  

or 3/$25.00 
available through the parish office or after the weekend Masses. 

  

Proceeds will be directed toward Proceeds will be directed toward Proceeds will be directed toward Proceeds will be directed toward     

parish building improvements.parish building improvements.parish building improvements.parish building improvements.    
    

Don’t miss out on your chance to win! 
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE  TWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2017 

Operating Statement Actual Budget Prior Year 

Revenue 

Offertory including Easter   $    883,945   $     864,700    $    854,718 

Donations   $      81,873   $       95,900    $    109,158 

Ministry Programs and Other   $      87,642 $      89,200    $      78,221 

Sub-Total $ 1,053,369   $ 1,049,800    $ 1,042,097 

Special Collections Revenue   $      31,099    $     29,100    $       36,100   

Total Operating Revenue    $1,084,468    $1,078,900    $1,078,197  

Expenses 

Compensation  $     514,682    $   528,780    $    518,813 

Facilities, Ministry, Liturgy  $     297,144    $   279,930    $    274,717 

Special Collections/Donations Paid  $     100,331    $   117,000    $    136,596 

Diocesan Assessment  $     126,643      $   126,650       $    127,490 

Total Operating Expenses  $ 1,038,799    $1,052,360    $ 1,057,615 

Operating Surplus (Deficit)  $       45,669     $     26,540    $       20,582 

Thank you to all our generous parishioners for your ongoing support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in THE SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM OR MATRIMONY at Holy Family Parish, 

Please note that in addition to preparation, we require that you get in touch with us a minimum of 

3 months in advance of your hoped for date for baptism and one year prior to your desired wedding date. 
 

For more information about BAPTISM, contact Sheila:  sobrien@dol.ca or ext’n # 222. 
 

For more information about MARRIAGE, contact Kelly:  kwilson@dol.ca or  ext’n # 201. 
 

For FUNERALS OR FUNERAL PRE-PLANNING, contact Heather:  hcushing@dol.ca  or ext’n # 260  

or Kelly: kwilson@dol.ca or ext’n # 201. 
 

Do you need a PASTORAL REFERENCE LETTER? We need to know you continuously for one year before 

providing one. 
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If you are NEW TO THE PARISH, please introduce yourself to one of our parish staff. 

If you would like TO REGISTER, go to www.holyfamilylondon.ca 

PARISH STAFF (OFFICE 519-472-0057; EMAIL: hfparish@dol.ca)   
 

FFFFR.  R.  R.  R.  BBBBOB  OB  OB  OB  RRRREMARK  EMARK  EMARK  EMARK  (ext’n #228) 

Pastor 

 

FFFFR. R. R. R. SSSSEEJO  EEJO  EEJO  EEJO  JJJJOHN  OHN  OHN  OHN  (ext’n #226))))     

Parochial Vicar 

 

DEACON TOM DEACON TOM DEACON TOM DEACON TOM MACLEODMACLEODMACLEODMACLEOD (ext’n #264) 

    

DEACON HENRY KLINGDEACON HENRY KLINGDEACON HENRY KLINGDEACON HENRY KLING    

 

DEACON GEORGE SEBOKDEACON GEORGE SEBOKDEACON GEORGE SEBOKDEACON GEORGE SEBOK 

    

    

    

HHHHEATHER  EATHER  EATHER  EATHER  CCCCUSHING  USHING  USHING  USHING  (ext’n #260) 

Pastoral Minister 

 

PETE DOIRONPETE DOIRONPETE DOIRONPETE DOIRON        (ext’n #258) 

Pastoral Worker /Sacramental 

Preparation of Children 

 

JOZEF MAKAJOZEF MAKAJOZEF MAKAJOZEF MAKA (ext’n # 224)     

Business Manager 

 

SHEILA O’BRIEN SHEILA O’BRIEN SHEILA O’BRIEN SHEILA O’BRIEN (ext’n  # 222)   

KELLY WILSONKELLY WILSONKELLY WILSONKELLY WILSON (ext’n # 201)    

Secretaries 

 

ANNE SANDERSON ANNE SANDERSON ANNE SANDERSON ANNE SANDERSON (ext’n # 229)    

Bookkeeper 

 

STEVE BALDINELLI STEVE BALDINELLI STEVE BALDINELLI STEVE BALDINELLI (ext’n # 261) 

Building & Property Coordinator 
 



 


