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           Our Family Overviewur Family Overviewur Family Overviewur Family Overview    
    

This past Tuesday evening, September 11, members of the Pastoral Council, Finance 

Council, Senior Leadership Team and office staff gathered.  We studied and reflected 

about a number of items.  We wanted to share three points with our parishioners: 

Holy Family Parish has as its first mandate, to make disciples, and to send them out as missionary disciples to 

bring people to Christ, and thereby to change the world.  We recognize that the Sacrament of Baptism is the 

starting point, but as St. John Paul II wrote in his document, “Catechesis in Our Times

Catechesis in Our TimesCatechesis in Our Times

Catechesis in Our Times, 19,” that the heart of the 

problem today is that many Catholics are “still without any explicit personal attachment to Jesus Christ; they only 

have the CAPACITY to believe placed within them by Baptism and the presence of the Holy Spirit.”    

 

Deacon Keith Strohm gave us a definition. An “Intentional Disciple” is ‘one who has made a PERSONAL ACT of 

faith and is actively in pursuit of wanting to know better the Jesus to whom he has entrusted himself.  The ‘switch’ 

from passive to active has occurred, the moral life proposed by the Church is no longer burdensome, and is 

supported by a conscious sacramental life’ (taken from Carole Browne, PhD). 

 

What is a common description of a Missionary Disciple?  (taken from, Divine Renovation Guidebook:  A Step

Divine Renovation Guidebook:  A StepDivine Renovation Guidebook:  A Step

Divine Renovation Guidebook:  A Step-
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Step Manual for Transforming Your Parish

Step Manual for Transforming Your ParishStep Manual for Transforming Your Parish

Step Manual for Transforming Your Parish, by James Mallon, 2016, pp. 158-59)  It is someone who: 

♦ Has a personal relationship with Jesus 

♦ Can and does share faith with others 

♦ Is open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

♦ Has knowledge and love of the Scriptures 

♦ Knows basic Catholic theology 

♦ Has a daily prayer life 

♦ Experiences real Christian community 

♦ Has a commitment to Sunday Eucharist 

♦ Celebrates the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

♦ Can pray spontaneously out loud when asked 

♦ Serves in ministry 

♦ See his or her life as a mission field 

We are committed to welcome everyone, to lead them to Jesus and to the Holy Spirit, and to assist them to 

mature as Christian Disciples.  
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
The media has given much attention to the Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report which was recently released. The report 
investigates clergy sexual abuse of minors in six dioceses in Pennsylvania dating back to 1947. It found that 300 priests 
engaged in the abuse of more than 1000 children. The extent of the abuse is shocking. People have reacted with anger 
and shame, and grief for the many victims.  
 
It is devastating to read the accounts of profound evil that occurred in our Church. Since I have been bishop, I have met 
with survivors of clergy sexual abuse and their families. It was heart-wrenching to listen to their stories of the pain and 
the sufferings they have endured throughout their entire lives – sometimes for 30, 40 or 50 years after the abuse 
occurred. 
 
The Grand Jury Report details the failures of the bishops who covered up the abuse by moving priests around. The 
cover up was terribly wrong. Catholics are rightly outraged that the bishops failed to put a stop to the abuse. How could 
they have failed so grievously in their calling to be shepherds of their people and in their responsibility to protect the 
most vulnerable among us? 
 
The report investigates what happened in the Pennsylvania dioceses over the past 70 years. Our Church has learned from 
the mistakes that were made in the past. Bishops have acknowledged these tragic mistakes. We have apologized to 
survivors and asked their forgiveness. We have compensated them for the harm they suffered and provided counselling. 
 
Since 1989, our diocese has implemented a strong, comprehensive Safe Environment Policy. It is periodically updated 
and improved. It includes a number of sound procedures to prevent abuse from happening. A priest who commits an 
offense against a minor or any other vulnerable person is removed from ministry. 
 
My goal is to protect people against abuse. A Safe Environment Policy for our diocese, and the steps we have taken to 
prevent sexual abuse and to protect our children and the vulnerable, are available on our diocesan webpage at 
www.dol.ca/safe-environment-policy. 
 
The clergy abuse crisis has brought to light the brokenness in our Church. For these wounds to heal, we must first 
acknowledge our brokenness before the Lord. We must do penance in reparation for the grave sins committed. And, we 
– bishops, priests and lay people – must be courageous in carrying out the reforms needed in our Church. 
 
In his letter to the People of God on 20 August 2018, Pope Francis said, “No effort must be spared to create a culture 
able to prevent such situations from happening, but also to prevent the possibility of their being covered up and 
perpetuated”. 
 
 
The pope calls all of us to penance and prayer which, he says:   

♦ opens our eyes and our hearts to other people’s sufferings; 

♦ opens our ears to the cries of pain felt by children, young people and the disabled; 
♦ makes us hunger and thirst for justice;  

♦ impels us to walk in the truth; 

♦ leads us to be committed in truth and charity with men and women of good will to combat  
  all forms of abuse. 
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On Thursday, 13 September, our annual Mass for the Survivors of Clergy Abuse was celebrated in the parishes 
of our diocese as a votive Mass in honour of Our Lady of Sorrows. People who have participated in this special 
Mass over the years have told me how moving it is. On that day, our whole diocese is united with Mary at the 
foot of the Cross. Together, we join in prayer for the survivors of sexual abuse and their families, for the 
perpetrators and for healing in our Church and in our communities. 
 
May the Holy Spirit, through the intercession of Our Lady of Sorrows, grant us the grace of conversion and the 
resolve to combat the grave sins committed in our Church. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

                                                                                                     
Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B. 
Bishop of London 

  

A PRAYER FOR REPARATION 

 

God of endless love, ever caring, ever strong,  
always present, always just: 
You gave your only Son  
to save us by the blood of his cross. 
 

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace,  
join to our ow suffering the pain of all who 
have been hurt in body, mind and spirit  
by those who betrayed the trust placed in them. 
 

Hear our cries as we agonize over the harm  
done to our brothers and sisters. 
Breathe wisdom into our prayers,  
soothe restless hearts with hope,  
steady shaken spirits with faith: 
Show us the way to justice and wholeness,  
enlightened by truth  
and enfolded in your memory. 
 

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts,  
heal your people’s wounds and transform  
our brokenness. Grant us courage and wisdom, 
humility and grace, so that we may act  
with justice and find peace in you.   
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
(Source:  United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) 

St. Vincent De Paul will be collecting 
non-perishable unopened food items 
on the weekend of September 22nd  and 
23rd to give to our friends in need.   

Food items needed cereal, soup, crackers, 
peanut butter, jam, canned fruit (or apple 
sauce), canned vegetables, pasta and pasta 
sauce, canned tuna or ham.  We are grateful 
for the ongoing generosity of our parishioners 
which helps us serve our friends in need. 

Thank you!  Thank You! to all who 
donated margarine this weekend in 
support of the St. Joseph’s Hospitality 
Centre. 

What is a “Missionary Disciple”? 

Does God want each of us to be  

a “Missionary Disciple”? 
 

We are offering the 6 week Bible 

Study “Missionary Discipleship” by  

Stephen J. Binz starting October 

1st.  This course walks us through 

the Old Testament, the Gospels  

the Acts and Letters of Paul. Register by 

Sunday, Sept. 16, 2018 by filling a registration 

form on line at www.holyfamilylondon.ca  or 

register at the parish office. 

PLEASE NOTE the following Mass time 
change:  Thurs., Sept. 20th at 8:00 a.m. 

Senior’s Thanksgiving Luncheon  
on Tues., Oct. 2nd at 12:00 noon.  

Call the office to reserve  your seat today. 
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