
   

  

Merry Christmas  from Our Home to YoursMerry Christmas  from Our Home to YoursMerry Christmas  from Our Home to YoursMerry Christmas  from Our Home to Yours    
    

In the birth of Jesus, we find the birth of the first 
“Holy Family”. They were parents gathered around 
their son, whom they loved with a depth that only 
parents can understand. Mary and Joseph would 
learn, as the child grew, the cost of their love for 
Jesus. It would take them to lofty mountain top 
experiences and to crushing lows. None of our 
families escape similar life episodes.  
 
Jesus, the Word made flesh, desires to find himself at 
the heart of each of our families, to dwell in our 
souls, as the One who can bring peace and mercy 
and healing and community. He knocks at the doors 
of our hearts. Only we can open them up to let him 
in. Do you have room for him in your life, your 
family, your busy schedules? Jesus invites you to 
experience him as the Prince of Peace.  
 
We at Holy Family Parish can help you to take the 
next steps in your relationship with Jesus. Won’t you 
let us journey with you, with Him? 
 
Blessings and peace, 
Fr. Bob, on behalf of the Parish Leadership 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH ♦  777 Valetta St., London, ON  N6H 2Y9    

♦ PH. # (519) 472 - 0057   ♦ FAX #  (519) 472-4758    EMAIL:  hfparish@dol.ca   ♦ WEBSITE: www.holyfamilylondon.ca    

♦  OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12 :00 p.m. & 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASS ♦ Saturday 5 pm ♦ Sunday 8:30 am 10:30 am 6:30 pm  WEEKDAY MASS ♦ Tuesday 6:30 pm Wednesday to Friday 10:00 am 

“Glory to God ory to God ory to God ory to God     

in the highest heaven, in the highest heaven, in the highest heaven, in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace and on earth peace and on earth peace and on earth peace 

among those among those among those among those     
whom he favours.”whom he favours.”whom he favours.”whom he favours.” 
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We would like you to consider active membership with Holy Family Parish, the 
Catholic faith community which serves all of Northwest London, west of Western 
University and north of the Thames River. City of London census numbers indicate 
that there are some 17, 000 Catholics living within our parish boundaries. That’s a 
small city of amazing people! Despite all of the bad and sad news within the universal 
Church, and all of us suffer because of it, we are a growing community reaching out to 
families, young and not so young. I would like to introduce you to three amazing 
families, active members of Holy Family Parish. They have not only found their way 
into our hearts and faith family. They are instrumental in making Jesus and his 
outreach to all very real and joyful! Enjoy reading their stories. Everyone has their own 
unique stories. May I invite you to consider making Holy Family part of your own 
family’s faith story?  You will find that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are very present and 
alive here at Holy Family. They are transforming lives!  Fr. Bob 

 

“Hello! My name is Kristen Gardiner and this is my beautiful family, Josh, Olivia 
and Weston. I first came to Holy Family Parish two years ago and have been  
filled with so many blessings and opportunities, have had so much growth, and 
my heart is so grateful that I wanted to share some of my journey with you: 
 

For many years, Josh and I desired to belong to a church community and have 
that be a part of our lives and our children’s lives as it was once when we were 
young. I couldn’t really describe how or why at the time, but in January 2017, I  
felt an overwhelming urge to get started and reach out and explore my dad’s  
family’s Catholic faith that I had experienced 
and participated in when I was younger, but 
never confirmed into. My grandmother, 
Catherine Vermue, is a parishioner here at 
Holy Family so I immediately reached out to 
her to get me connected to the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of adults (RCIA) program 
here and began attending Mass with my 
grandmother weekly. It was the strangest 
feeling for me, but it really felt like I was  

coming home and I felt a great comfort  here at Holy Family. The people, the 
senior leadership team, the worship, were all so amazing, dynamic, warm and 
welcoming.  
 

As part of the RCIA program, it was the first time Holy Family was offering the 
Alpha course and to the RCIA candidates. I had no idea what Alpha was, but I 
am ever so grateful that I went in with an open mind and open heart. It was there 
that I encountered the Holy Spirit for the first real time in my life and truly 
developed a real personal relationship with Jesus Christ. his program spoke to 
my heart and was exactly what I needed. It lit a burning fire within me to learn 
more, grow further, share and want to actively participate within our parish. I 
gained far more than I could ever imagined. It filled a void I didn’t even realize 
was there, and there was a clear plan from God that this was the Holy Spirit  
moving me and this was mine and my family’s path! Shortly after I was received into the Church on July 4, 2017, I was 
invited to be a member of the Parish Pastoral Council. Again, I had no idea what to expect but it has been a privilege 
and joy to serve on the PPC and participate in the Leadership summits here at the parish and such a wonderful 
experience to continue to grow within my faith and our community. 
 

I was recently asked to serve as a Table Leader for the sacramental prep course offered to the parents for this last 
Fall session. This has been another truly rewarding experience that again introduced me to new friends at Holy Family 
and enriched my own faith life. I am also very excited for my family to have recently joined a Connect Group, a follow-
up from Alpha. We have only met twice so far with the other families, but again, wonderful friendships have been 
made and my fire within has been fanned. I can’t wait to see where my family’s journey leads and I thank God every 
day for bringing this parish into our lives. Thanks be to God!”  
 

Kristen 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Over 10 years ago we moved into the Oakridge 
community.  At the time we were parishioners of St. John 
the Divine, having been married and baptized our three 
children there.  Each week on our drive to mass, we 
would drive by Holy Family Parish.   We reached a point 
shortly after moving where the youngest two made being 
present at mass challenging (I know most parents can 
appreciate this stage).   
 

We decided a change of scenery was necessary, not 
attending for a period of time was not an option, and 
began attending Holy Family Parish celebrations. What 
an incredible faith community we belong to. We were 
warmly welcomed and soon realized that we knew many 
people in the community.  It was suggested that we 
attend the Sunday evening Praise and Worship Mass. 
From that moment the kids were occupied with joyful  

music and clapping, so much so that we would hear them humming or singing the music during the 
week. 
 

As a young, growing, active family, we have tried to keep the Holy Family community in our daily 
lives.  While our busy family schedules are the challenge, our goal is to insert faith into our days 
whenever and wherever possible.  The most effective way we have been able to do that is the  
tradition of making time to eat together as a family.  Every meal begins with a prayer and the intentions 
of those in need in each of our lives as the focus.  Discussions often follow from those intentions and 
the many gifts we have been given and are grateful for.  Often religion class discussions are continued 
over meal time as well - among other topics.  An aspect of faith that we have always tried to 
encourage, is service to others. We have done our best to assist young eyes in recognizing someone 
in need whether it be in the home, at school, or throughout the neighbourhood/community.  
 

Another way we have continued to include faith in our family is through the Holy Family Summer 
camp.  As campers and even as leaders, amazing learning opportunities have been experienced 
through the faith community at the parish. 
 

Recently, Carole and I participated in Alpha. It was truly an incredible experience for both of us - 
individually, as a couple and as parents.  This course not only built on our own personal faith journey 
but it also gave us the opportunity come together as a couple and share our experiences - something 
that’s hard to do with a young family! It was time well invested, thought provoking and community 
building/connecting. It is our hope to continue cultivating the new relationships we have made through 
Alpha and even become more involved in future courses and Connect groups or Bible study studies.   
 

We have three children who have reaped the benefits of growing up with faith centered family and 
community. Angela is 15 and she embraces her faith with incredible enthusiasm (for a teenager!).  Our 
son Isaac will be Confirmed this spring and we are looking forward to walking this faith-path with him.  
He is open and interested in learning more about 
his faith and his responsibility in it. Olivia, at 11 
yrs. wraps up our 5-pack family. Through the faith 
that she is witness to at school, at church and at 
home, she has developed a true sense of 
compassion and caring for others. 
 

We are blessed and humbled to be part of the 
incredibly passionate and faith filled Holy Family 
Community.  We plan to be part of the fabric of 
this parish for many years to come.  
 

Peace be with you, 
Nathaniel, Carole, Angela, Isaac & Olivia 
Metron 
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2018 was a big year for us as we got married in July 
and had a lot to celebrate. Before we tied the knot we 
were looking to complete our marriage prep course 
and searched for many options around the city. As a 
young couple who had recently moved back to 
London, we were also looking for a parish community 
to call our own and we’re happy to say we found both 

at Holy Family. The Holy Family community was extremely welcoming and those 
involved in the marriage prep program made Thursday nights something to look  
forward to throughout our experience.  
 
We’ll admit that at first ten weeks sounded like a long time and we weren’t really 
sure what we were getting ourselves into. We didn’t realize that there would be 5 
weeks of Alpha and 5 weeks of marriage prep. However, by the end neither of us 
could believe it was over. Time had flown by and we  
were sad to say goodbye to the people we’d met  
along the way. This included some amazing 
married couples who through their own 
personal experiences helped guide us to a 
stronger relationship and helped us 
recognize the importance of the Catholic 
faith in our marriage. They offered us an 
environment where we could engage  
in open discussion with themselves, as 
well as other couples preparing for 
marriage, which brought to light many 
important factors we may have 
otherwise  never considered. Every 
member of the group was valued and 
included and of course we can’t forget to 
mention that every session began with a 
delicious meal prepared by an incredible 
group of volunteers.  
 
Since the end of the course we have stayed in 
touch with many of those we met and were  
happy to have our group leaders join us on our  
wedding day. We have become members of the parish  
and continue to see the same welcoming community on a weekly basis. We look 
forward to many more opportunities to grow together as a couple as part of this 
amazing parish.  
 
Shawn and Stef 
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What is Alpha? 
 

ALPHA is for...  

Anyone interested in finding out more about the Christian faith. Adults of all ages are welcome.  

Learning and laughter. It is possible to learn about the Christian faith and to have fun at the same time.  

People meeting together. An opportunity to get to know others and to make new friends.  

Helping one another. The small groups give you a chance to discuss issues raised during the talks.  

Asking anything. Alpha is a place where no question is seen as too simple or too hostile. 

 

Who Is Alpha For?  
  ♦ Everyone! Alpha is especially designed for...  

♦ People interested in investigating Christianity  

♦ New Christians  

♦ Christians seeking renewal of their faith in Jesus  

♦ Those desiring to grow closer to God  

♦ Anyone searching for practical ways to share their faith with others  

♦ Anyone searching for "Hope"  

 

 

Interestedi n Alpha? Register on-line at at www.holyfamilylondon.ca  or find a registration form  
at the welcome desk or in the pamphlet rack and return to the parish office by January 21, 2019. 

Alpha Course ~ Winter 2019 
Thursday nights beginning January 31

st
at Holy Family Parish 

 

An Opportunity to Explore the Meaning of Life 

 

                                                                                              
                                                                                                               Holy Family Parish will begin  

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible 
on Mondays starting  January 21st, 2019  at 7:00 pm in the All Saints Hall. 

 

 

This eight-part study provides the easiest way to understand the Bi-

ble. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible makes the complex simple. It helps 

you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture so that you can get the 

“big picture” of the Bible and understand what it is all about. The Bible is a 

story about the Father’s unfailing love for you - a love that you are now 

called to share with others. 

You will: 

● Make sense of the Bible and see how it relates to your everyday life 

● Discover the remarkable connections between the Old and New Testaments 

● See how the sacraments, the Church and our entire Catholic Faith is rooted in Scripture 

● Experience community and make new friends. 

Registration forms can be found on the welcome desk. 

Deadline for sign up is January 13th.  For questions please contact Gertrud gertrud.holyfamily@gmail.com 
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Baptism ~ Interested in being baptized or having your child baptized? Contact 

Lisa at the parish office at lwright@dol.ca or (519) 472-0057, ext’n # 222. 

 

Marriage Preparation ~ Thinking about getting married in the New Year or even 

next year and need a Marriage Preparation course?  Our next Marriage Preparation 

starts Thursday, January 24th, so please contact Kelly at the parish office to book at 

(519) 472-0057, ext’n # 201 or email hfparish@dol.ca . 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) ~ Thinking about finding our 

more about the Catholic faith? If you are an adult who has never been baptized, or 

baptized in another Christian tradition, the R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults) offers an opportunity for you to learn what Catholics believe and how we 

seek to live our faith as disciples of Jesus Christ.  

As others inspire and discern about joining us in our faith, Catholic sponsors are required to 

accompany them on this part of their faith journey. The value of your personal witness and 

encouragement cannot be underestimated. Please consider becoming a sponsor in the 

initiation process. Please contact us if you require any further information: 

 Delia Waldock    deliawaldock@gmail.com  (519) 204-2079 

 Lisa Wright   lwright@dol.ca   (519) 472-0057 ext’n # 222 

 

Funerals or Funeral Pre-Planning ~ For more information contact Heather 

Cushing at hcushing@dol.ca or ext’n # 260 or Kelly at kwilson@dol.ca  or             

ext’n # 201. 

If you are NEW TO THE PARISH, welcome to Holy Family!  

Please introduce yourself to one of our parish staff.  

If you would like TO REGISTER, go to www.holyfamlylondon.ca. 

If you are already registered but have recently moved, please call us  

to update your contact information to ensure that you receive  

your income tax receipt in the New Year. 
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On behalf of the staff of Holy Family Parish, we wanted to thank everyone who 
generously supported the parish financially in 2018! Your donations help to pay the 
usual bills such as electricity, surprise repairs, Christmas decorations, etc., but you also 
provide many individuals with a source of livelihood. By your support, we can continue 
to work hard in 2019 and keep striving to improve all aspects of parish life. The journey 
is long, and improvements may be slow and steady, but without your financial support 
to fund the mission, nothing will move forward. 
 
For those thinking of giving to the parish now or in 2019, here are some ways to do so: 

    

€€€€   Consider leaving some money in our church envelopes. This way you   
      will be entitled to a tax receipt. 

€€€€   We offer the convenience of pre-authorized withdrawals from your      
      personal bank account. Submit a registration form to the parish office to 
      get this setup   

€€€€   Consider using your credit/debit card at our GivePoint terminals (one in  
      the hall and two in the narthex). This is a quick and easy way to support  
      the parish electronically! Tax receipts will be available online. 

                                            €    Ι€    Ι€    Ι€    Ιf you wish to make a legacy gift, contact the parish office for further  
                 consultation. 
 

We want to wish everyone a blessed Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 

 

The Knights of Columbus 3rd Annual Elimination Draw 
Saturday, February 2nd, 2019 

6:30 – 11:00 pm in the All Saints Hall 
 

This year’s theme includes a Country & Western evening  
of entertainment and dancing, featuring our very own Pete Doiron.  

Grand prize of $1000, $200 and $100 and over $2200 in total prizes will be awarded.  
Your ticket will go into an elimination draw.  

Tickets continue on sale after the New Year in the Mother of  Peace Room. 
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~ Mass Schedule for this Coming Weekend ~~ Mass Schedule for this Coming Weekend ~~ Mass Schedule for this Coming Weekend ~~ Mass Schedule for this Coming Weekend ~    

Thursday, December 27th & Friday, December 28th at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 27th & Friday, December 28th at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 27th & Friday, December 28th at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 27th & Friday, December 28th at 10:00 a.m.     

The Feast of the The Feast of the The Feast of the The Feast of the     

Holy FamilyHoly FamilyHoly FamilyHoly Family    

    

    

The Solemnity of Mary, The Solemnity of Mary, The Solemnity of Mary, The Solemnity of Mary,     

the Mother of Godthe Mother of Godthe Mother of Godthe Mother of God    

    

    

Saturday, Dec. 29th  Saturday, Dec. 29th  Saturday, Dec. 29th  Saturday, Dec. 29th  at 5:00 pm  5:00 pm  5:00 pm  5:00 pm      

Sunday, Dec. 30th atSunday, Dec. 30th atSunday, Dec. 30th atSunday, Dec. 30th at    

8:30 am , 8:30 am , 8:30 am , 8:30 am , 10:30 am , & 6:30 pm10:30 am , & 6:30 pm10:30 am , & 6:30 pm10:30 am , & 6:30 pm    

    Monday, Dec. 31st  atMonday, Dec. 31st  atMonday, Dec. 31st  atMonday, Dec. 31st  at    5:00 pm  5:00 pm  5:00 pm  5:00 pm      

            Monday, Jan. 1st  Monday, Jan. 1st  Monday, Jan. 1st  Monday, Jan. 1st  at    10:00 am  10:00 am  10:00 am  10:00 am      
Note one Mass on January 1st  

    

PARISH STAFF (OFFICE: 519-472-0057; EMAIL: hfparish@dol.ca) 

FR.  BOB  REMARK  (ext’n #228)FR.  BOB  REMARK  (ext’n #228)FR.  BOB  REMARK  (ext’n #228)FR.  BOB  REMARK  (ext’n #228) 

Pastor Pastor Pastor Pastor ~    rremark@dol.ca    
 

FR. PETER AMSZEJ  (ext’n #226)FR. PETER AMSZEJ  (ext’n #226)FR. PETER AMSZEJ  (ext’n #226)FR. PETER AMSZEJ  (ext’n #226) 

Parochial Vicar Parochial Vicar Parochial Vicar Parochial Vicar ~    pamszej@dol.ca    
 

DANIEL PETTIPAS  (ext’n #258)DANIEL PETTIPAS  (ext’n #258)DANIEL PETTIPAS  (ext’n #258)DANIEL PETTIPAS  (ext’n #258) 

Coordinator of Pastoral MinistriesCoordinator of Pastoral MinistriesCoordinator of Pastoral MinistriesCoordinator of Pastoral Ministries 

dpettipas@dol.ca 

 

HEATHER  CUSHING  (ext’n HEATHER  CUSHING  (ext’n HEATHER  CUSHING  (ext’n HEATHER  CUSHING  (ext’n 

#260)#260)#260)#260) 

Pastoral Minister Pastoral Minister Pastoral Minister Pastoral Minister ~    hcushing@dol.ca 

LORETTA WILSON LORETTA WILSON LORETTA WILSON LORETTA WILSON (Volunteer)(Volunteer)(Volunteer)(Volunteer) 

Alpha Coordinator  Alpha Coordinator  Alpha Coordinator  Alpha Coordinator      

hfpalpha@gmail.com    

 

GERTRUD HOCKE GERTRUD HOCKE GERTRUD HOCKE GERTRUD HOCKE (Volunteer)(Volunteer)(Volunteer)(Volunteer)

Discipleship Groups CoordinatorDiscipleship Groups CoordinatorDiscipleship Groups CoordinatorDiscipleship Groups Coordinator 

gertrud.holyfamily@gmail.com 

 

DEACON TOM MACLEODDEACON TOM MACLEODDEACON TOM MACLEODDEACON TOM MACLEOD 

tmacleod@dol.ca 

     

DEACON HENRY KLING  DEACON HENRY KLING  DEACON HENRY KLING  DEACON HENRY KLING      

(semi-retired) 

DEACON GEORGE SEBOK DEACON GEORGE SEBOK DEACON GEORGE SEBOK DEACON GEORGE SEBOK     

(semi-retired) 

JOZEF MAKA (ext’n # 224)JOZEF MAKA (ext’n # 224)JOZEF MAKA (ext’n # 224)JOZEF MAKA (ext’n # 224) 

Business Manager Business Manager Business Manager Business Manager ~    jmaka@dol.ca    
    

KELLY WILSON (ext’n # 201)KELLY WILSON (ext’n # 201)KELLY WILSON (ext’n # 201)KELLY WILSON (ext’n # 201) 

Secretary/Receptionist Secretary/Receptionist Secretary/Receptionist Secretary/Receptionist ~    kwil-

son@dol.ca    

  

LISA WRIGHT (ext’n  # 222)LISA WRIGHT (ext’n  # 222)LISA WRIGHT (ext’n  # 222)LISA WRIGHT (ext’n  # 222) 

Secretary Secretary Secretary Secretary ~    lwright@dol.ca 

     

ANNE SANDERSON (ext’n # 229)ANNE SANDERSON (ext’n # 229)ANNE SANDERSON (ext’n # 229)ANNE SANDERSON (ext’n # 229) 

Bookkeeper Bookkeeper Bookkeeper Bookkeeper ~    asanderson@dol.ca 

  

STEVE BALDINELLI (ext’n # 261)STEVE BALDINELLI (ext’n # 261)STEVE BALDINELLI (ext’n # 261)STEVE BALDINELLI (ext’n # 261) 

Building & Property CoordinatorBuilding & Property CoordinatorBuilding & Property CoordinatorBuilding & Property Coordinator 

sbaldinelli@dol.ca 


