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NEW TO THE PARISH?
Introduce yourselves
to our Hospitality Team
at the doors of the church
or introduce yourselves
to our parish team or drop by
our parish office to say hello.
We want to welcome you!

A Word from Fr. Bob
Get ready, Get set, GO!! September has
arrived! For families with children at home,
this usually means getting back to some kind
of disciplined routine, schedule planning to
accommodate sports and extracurricular
activities, and finding, if not making space
for family meals, conversation and mutual
support. Time is that very precious gift
which seems so fleeting, at times,
unmanageable. May I also suggest another
piece of the family schedule - time to grow your relationship with Jesus, to mature in your
faith, to be supported and to support your faith community. Time which is Jesus focused is
actually more than just the passage of hours and minutes. It is an encounter with He who is
timeless, who gives meaning and presence which can be found in no other way, who enriches
each one of us in all of the places and events of our busy schedules.
Will you make time this fall to experience Alpha, or participate in one of our discipleship
groups studying the teachings of the Catholic Church (RCIA), probing the scriptures or
discovering what the Church says about Climate Change, our environment and how to care
for our precious Earth? I can guarantee that if you make time for at least one of these, you
will discover the gift of new friends, grow in wisdom and love, and encounter the Lord,
himself.
Let us make choices which will favourably improve the quality of our lives and the lives of
others. All here at Holy Family Parish.

Welcoming
Fr. Glen Ball, Parochial Vicar
I come from St. Michael’s Parish in Ridgetown. I have three brothers and no sisters.
My family comes from a farming background and my grandfather, father, two uncles
and two brothers continue in that tradition. I spent much of my childhood
and a part of my adult life continuing in that tradition too. After completing my undergrad studies in geology, I went
to work full time on our family farming operation in the Chatham area.
I first heard the call to the priesthood when I was about nine years old. I wanted every
much to become an altar server and to help the priest to say Mass in whatever way I
could. Getting to know Fr. Martin Johnston in Ridgetown, I saw that the life of a priest
is a good life. Fr. Johnston always seemed so full of joy and love for what he was
doing. As I moved to university and began studying in a science heavy field, my faith
was challenged by many people who seemed to have no need for God in what they
were doing. Through the help of a faith-filled friend, I came to the realization that my
faith in God need not be buried. As I studied more science, I began to see very clearly
that God’s place in the universe was not written out by science but more necessary
because of it.
As I finished university, I began to play the organ for my home parish at about the
same time Fr. Johnston retired and my parish was clustered under the Capuchins in
Blenheim. Through the music that I practiced and prepared, my faith and
understanding of the Church began to grow. I began to do my own study of the
Church and its teachings and found I agreed more and more with what the Church
teaches. An old desire that I had suppressed since I was in high school returned and I
felt called once more. At the invitation of one of the Capuchin priests serving at my
parish, I visited their friary where we discussed some of what the life of a priest entails.
He encouraged me to seek out the Diocesan Vocation Director and with his
encouragement, I attended a “Come and See” weekend at St. Peter’s Seminary.
Following that weekend, I felt that I must further follow God’s call and as the
Capuchin priest recommended, I decided to do something and applied to St. Peter’s
Seminary.
After completing my training at the seminary, and the following two great years as the
Parochial Vicar at St. Michael’s Parish here in London, I am still learning but also
finding great joy in being able to do something for God and for the church. I am
excited to be part of Holy Family Parish during these times of great change within the
worldwide church and I look forward to serving the many wonderful people I have met
and those I may no yet had the chance to meet with.
If I could say one final thing, is that to anyone considering any kind of vocation, not just to the priesthood, but really
any vocation, any calling to serve God and his people in any way, I would give the same advice given to me by the
Capuchin priest: “Do something.” God can extend the offer to you but you must accept it. You must be the one to
say “yes” and go where God leads you.
Thank you again for the wonderful welcome and I look forward to serving you and God in the future.

Fr. Glen Ball

Consider joining ALPHA this Fall!

Nicky Gumbel, the founder of Alpha, speaking at an Alpha Conference said, “First we need to reach those with no
experience of Church, which is why we keep it simple on Alpha. Then we need to reconnect with the lapsed. Sometimes for
that group of people coming to church is like going to a movie halfway through. Alpha explains the first half of the movie;
what it’s all about. It’s about a relationship with Christ. We need to help them to understand what the Christian faith is really
about, at its heart. It is about all of the things that Pope Francis focuses on in his exhortation, ‘Evangelii Gaudium’. Lastly
we need to help churchgoers become missionary disciples. We find that with Alpha, we mobilized a whole congregation of
disciples. Nobody joins Alpha, they join the local Parish. Alpha is just the beginning.”
Holy Family has become more than a building we come to for Mass on Sundays. Our
parish is now part of our family and community, and it extends beyond the celebration
of the Sacraments. We owe this in great part to our Connect Group, which we would
like to talk to you about today.
Last year, we were approached by the parish leadership team with a request to consider
joining forces with another family to start a Connect Group. Connect Groups are midsized home groups of 15-35 people who have completed (experienced?) Alpha.
Meeting every two weeks, they are lay led and are places where our parish members are
known, loved and cared for in a way that could never happen if it was simply up to the
priest or the parish staff. At Connect Groups, members gather for a shared meal, a talk by one of the members, small group
discussion and time of praise and worship.
Honestly, we were reluctant at first. With three children under the age of 11, and several work, parish, and homeschooling
commitments already in place, we were already feeling spread pretty thin. However, we remembered how much we desired to
extend our Alpha experience and this was the perfect opportunity. We had also recently been reflecting on Our Lady’s “yes” to the
archangel Gabriel, as well as our wish to tangibly contribute to making Holy Family a mission-oriented parish for bringing more
people to Jesus. So we said yes and started our Connect Group, which we named Orchard.
From the beginning, our group was meant to be "family friendly", meaning it is composed mainly of families with small children.
Needless to say, our meetings can be a bit chaotic at times, as there are often 20 or more children present! But every time we meet
we share a meal, pray together, build friendships and relationships, and feel like we are being Church outside the church.
Despite our initial reluctance, our Connect Group now means so much to us and has been a great gift. Acquaintances became
friends. Existing friendships grew stronger and deeper. We laugh a lot! Our children have learned valuable lessons about the
importance of serving by helping mind little ones during our meetings. And perhaps most beautifully of all, our children witness
their parents in communal prayer and learn that our fellow parishioners are our friends. Because of the leadership aspect, we too
have grown in our own faith. The blessings keep coming: since November, our group has welcomed two new babies, and one of
the adults joined the Catholic Church last Easter.
We encourage anyone who has completed the Alpha course and is
"thirsting for more" to take that leap and either join or be willing to start
a Connect Group. Like us, you may find yourself amazed at how the
Holy Spirit moves and blesses when you say "yes"!

God Bless, Cesar, Amy, Laura, Adam, and Lucy Abeid.

For more information on
Connect Groups, contact
Barbara Preston at
hfpconnect@gmail.com

by Daniel Pettipas, Discipleship Formation Team Lead
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the process the Church uses to make new Christians, or to fully initiate
people who have already been baptized. It is an amazing journey that is designed to bring people from an initial encounter
with Jesus Christ to a full integration into the life of the Church. Unlike most parishes, here at Holy Family, we use Alpha as
the initial stage of each candidate’s journey through the RCIA . This creates a much more dynamic, relational, community
focused, and encounter driven environment for people thinking about joining the Church to experience conversion.
Conversion after all is the benchmark of the RCIA process. The Jesuit Scholar William Harmless adds to this point when he
claims that the RCIA presents a “quite radical vision of the Church, one that places conversion at the very heart of Christian
experience” (Harmless, William. Augustine and the Catechumenate. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1995. Print).
The importance of conversion cannot be overstated. According to the folks at Merriam Webster, the Greek word for
conversion, metanoia, means “a transformative change of heart” (merriam-webster.com). Conversion, in this sense, is not a
small thing that happens everyday; it is a life altering experience that brings somebody from one way of life or perspective to
something completely new. We hope that people who enter the RCIA process at Holy Family come out the other side utterly
transformed. But, not just that, we hope that their transformation makes them receptive to everything the Church gives to our
candidates, from her rich teachings to the Sacraments themselves. Without this initial conversion, a lot of what makes our
faith significant runs the risk of being lost.
What was not happening before, and what Alpha does really well, is it gives people an extended period of time to simply focus
on their own relationship with the living God. People are able to work out their doubts and struggles, in a safe environment,
surrounded by old and new friends. Alpha does not rush head long into theology, it keeps a gentle pace that allows guests to
continually ask themselves “Who is God to me? And who am I to God?” Once answered this question leads to guests being
secure in the love God has for them, the presence of Jesus Christ in their life, and the power of the Holy Spirit. This
transformative experience makes the rest of the journey so much easier.
So, now we have a question. If Alpha works for the unchurched as they prepare for their sacramental life as Catholics, does it
work for the Catholic, or fallen away Catholic as they approach the Sacraments. Whether we are talking about a child’s
Baptism or First Communion, or a Confirmation, or Marriage, we have in front of us an opportunity for people to experience
conversion, metanoia, in their own lives. However, sacramental preparation alone, will not provide the time or the space
people require to experience the “ transformative change of heart” that will bring the sacraments to life for them. How do we
introduce conversion into these significant moments? I believe that Alpha will be key as we figure this out. Please pray for us
as we discuss and decide how to best provide transformative experiences to all people seeking the Lord through the
Sacraments at Holy Family.

Beth Allison & Jenn Devlin (Hospitality Team Members)

Hospitality Ministry at Holy Family is Stepping it up a Notch!
by Heather Cushing, Hospitality & Pastoral Care Team Lead

As we move forward with ensuring our weekend experience for parishioners and guests is the best we can make it, you will
notice some positive and fun changes to our Hospitality Ministry.
We will have Greeters outside in the parking lot to welcome everyone and to assist those who need help with walkers,
wheelchairs, and getting into or out of their vehicles. The parking lot Greeters will wear different ‘fun’ hats to add warmth
and fun to their welcome. There will be Greeters at all the doors welcoming folks, introducing themselves and holding the
doors open. There will be Greeters inside the doors welcoming folk too, who will show folks where they need to go if they
are looking for the washrooms, elevators, information desk or whatever they need. The Information/Welcome Desk will be
updated in the near future but for now will be moved to a more central location in the Narthex. There will be two Greeters at
the desk to answer questions parishioners or visitors may have. In their training they will learn what all of the various
pamphlets are;, what area each member of our staff support so that enquirers know who to connect with;, and they will be
aware of the application forms for the various discipleship groups, Alpha, other “happenings” in the parish so that those who
have questions will have prompt and correct answers. They will also be able to assist with calls for rides, taxis etc.
Our Hospitality Team has been meeting over the summer to see what our next steps should be. We have come up with what
we think are some good first steps - but we cannot do any of this without many enthusiastic, energetic, committed volunteers.
We would like to invite families. Yes, welcoming children offer something we adults can’t,(even if they can’t hold the door
open; they love to try to help) older parishioners, teenagers, young adults, and everyone who can smile, be joyful, loving,
caring, positive, attentive, generous, courteous and respectful to be part of our Hospitality Team.
At each Mass we need...
€ 4 parking lot attendants (2 for the Valetta St. area
and 2 for the lower parking lot doors).
€ 4 for opening doors at the Valetta doors and
€ 4 for the lower doors.
€ 2 inside the narthex and
€ 2 inside the lower doors and
€ 2 for the Information/Welcome Desk.
As you can see, we have room for lots of volunteers (16x4 or
16x6)so don’t be shy! Your commitment you ask - 1 Mass, 1
Saturday or Sunday every 4-6 weeks, be present 30 minutes before
Mass, and 10 minutes after Mass. You can attend the Mass you are
at; simply go to your seat 5 minutes after Mass starts. Everyone who
volunteers for this ministry will receive training later in September.
Our launch date for this new and improved Hospitality Ministry is Thanksgiving weekend. For that launch, the members of the
Hospitality Team with the assistance of their families and a few others will serve.

V A C A T I O N
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by Deacon Tom MacLeod for the Camp Team
As I begin to write this article, the noise of children in the school yard next door is
a familiar and happy sound. It is the first day of the new school year and the 4th time I have enjoyed this day without the rush
to prepare lessons and make up seating assignments! Only 5 weeks ago our parish welcomed over 100 young people from
Grade 1 – Grade 6 and another 26 from Grade 7 & 8 (our future leaders!).
The summer camp theme this year was ‘Jesus Saves the World’. Our Camp Leader this year was Amanda Van Lanen, a
parishioner and Catholic teacher. She was assisted by Isabelle Malnati, also a Catholic teacher and former parishioner, along with
a host of other parent and parish volunteers. In addition to leading our camp, Amanda was also given the task to shape our
Grade 7 & 8 participants into leaders! Quite the task but the fruits of the hard work these young people put in really showed at
week’s end along with their assistance at last weeks Pig Palooza, entertaining the young attendees to our annual picnic!
Each day of camp had a specific theme within the overall Miraculous Mission program. The first day was about God made the
Universe – God made me; the second day was God Promises a Savior – God keeps His Word; the third day of camp was about
Jesus the Savior is Born – Jesus came for me; the day four topic was Jesus the Savior is Risen – Jesus saves me; and the final day
focused on Jesus the Savior Reigns – Jesus is coming for me. Our summer camp ended with our campers joining the parish for
Holy Mass on Friday, followed by our last round of activities then time for a BBQ lunch at 1, hosted by the Knights of
Columbus then our annual Talent Show! We had over 25 performances, our community is truly blessed to have such talent and
so wonderfully shared by our young people!
We had over 30 grade 9 - 12 students helping us out with the various activities of the camp day. We had them divided into
Group Leaders, Activity Leaders, Snack Leaders and Runners These leaders really proved that they wanted to be involved by
working along side Amanda and our parent volunteers, often going above and beyond expectations. We don’t often hear about
the good works these young adults perform but all of us at Holy Family are extremely proud of their efforts! My eyes are just
recovering from the brightly-coloured shirts all our leaders were wearing each day of camp, hopefully many of you got a chance
to see these marvels of fashion!
The leadership team of camp want to thank the parishioners who supported
us so well. We must mention that the Catholic Women’s League, the Knights
of Columbus and a private donor sponsored 15 young people who would not
otherwise participate at camp. Thank you so much for your generous
support.
We also want to thank the many parishioners who donated all we needed to
run camp. Bravo! We did have a few parents volunteer to help with our Tuck
Shop, a really big thank you to them! Thank you to Steve and Stan, our
amazing custodians. You never complained about the condition of the hall or
church grounds after all 160+ of us made full use of our facilities.
And last but not least, thank you to Tim Firth, our Mission Support Team Lead. Mr. Firth, your support was much appreciated.
To Fr. Bob, thank you for supporting Holy Family Summer Camp once again and to Lisa, our staff support person, we love
you!
Mark your calendars – 2020 and beyond, Our permanent week for VBS Summer Camp
will always be the week before the August Civic Holiday weekend (July 27 – 31, 2020)

HOLY FAMILY PARISH PIG PALOOZA

FAMILY

Famous
guests

FUN!

FRIENDS

FUN!
FUN!
COMMUNITY

dancing
GREAT MUSIC

FUN!

AND MORE FUN!

THANKS TO APPIN BBQ SERVICE & CATERING, TO OUR VERY OWN PETE
DOIRON, OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, OUR CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE AND
OUR MANY VOLUNTEERS WHO HELPED IN SET-UP, SERVING AND CLEAN-UP!!

Parents who have children preparing for the
Sacraments of Reconciliation,
Eucharist and Confirmation
are invited to information meetings
to take place either on ...
Sunday, September 8th
♦ Parents of Grade 2 children at 12:00 noon
♦ Parents and children in Grade 8 at 1:00 p.m.
OR
Thursday, September 12th
♦ Parents of Grade 2 children at 6:30 p.m.
♦ Parents and children in Grade 8 at 7:30 p.m.
We are offering Bible Studies this fall. Back by popular demand is “Unlocking the Mystery
of the Bible” on Wednesday afternoons from 1:30 to: 3:00 p.m. in the All Saints Hall starting
September 25th through to November 13th. Contact Goederoen at goedyde@gmail.com for
more information.
A second follow-up course, called “Follow Me – Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John” takes
place on Fridays from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. starting September 27th through to November 28th. For
more information on this new bible study contact Gertrud at gertrud.holyfamily@gmail.com
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL will be collecting non-perishable unopened
food items on the weekend of September 14 and 15 to give to our
friends in need. Food items needed Cereal, Soup, Crackers, Peanut
Butter, Jam, Canned Fruit (or Apple Sauce), Canned Vegetables, Pasta
and Pasta Sauce, Canned Tuna or Ham. We are grateful for the
ongoing generosity of our parishioners which helps us serve our
friends in need.
CHOIR PRACTICES start up over the next few weeks...
♦ 5:00 p.m. - Mass Choir (Contemporary) practices Mondays at 7:00 p.m.
♦ 8:30 a.m. Mass Choir (Traditional & Contemporary) practices Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
♦ 10:30 a.m. Mass Choir (Traditional) practices Thursdays at 7:00 pm
♦ 6:30 p.m. Mass Choir (Praise & Worship) practices Tuesdays at 7:15 pm
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE meets the second Tuesday of each month at 7:15 p.m.
in the St. Francis of Assisi Room. For more information contact Frances Bennett, President 519-472-6750
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS meets the third Tuesday of each month at 7:15 p.m.
in the All Saints Hall. For more information contact Darryl Lierman, Grand Knight 226-663-5081
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY meets the first Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m.
in the St. John Paul II Room. For more information contact Virginia Walker, President at 519-318-6688

FORMED ~ ACCESS CODE – GD6M84
Catholic Faith on Demand
1000’s of movies, video programs,
audios & books.
LEARN MORE at formed.org
GIVEPOINT ~ We are pleased to provide
you the QR Code below for our Givepoint.
Simply scan the code with
your phone or your mobile
app and the Givepoint
website will be available
for you to donate.

PARISH STAFF (OFFICE 519-472-0057; EMAIL: hfparish@dol.ca)
FR. BOB REMARK (ext’n #228)
Pastor ~ rremark@dol.ca
FR. GLEN BALL (ext’n #226))
Parochial Vicar ~ gball@dol.ca
DANIEL PETTIPAS (ext’n #258)
dpettipas@dol.ca
Discipleship Formation Team Lead
HEATHER CUSHING (ext’n #260)
hcushing@dol.ca
Hospitality & Pastoral Care Team Lead

LORETTA WILSON (Volunteer)
Alpha Team Lead ~ hfalpha@gmail.com
GERTRUD HOCKE (Volunteer)
Discipleship Groups Coordinator
gertrud.holyfamily@gmail.com
DEACON TOM MACLEOD
tmacleod@dol.ca
DEACON HENRY KLING (semi-retired)
DEACON GEORGE SEBOK (semi-retired)

TIM FIRTH (ext’n # 224)
Mission Support Team Lead

tfirth@dol.ca
KELLY WILSON (ext’n # 201)
Secretary/Receptionist ~ kwilson@dol.ca
LISA WRIGHT (ext’n # 222)
Secretary ~ lwright@dol.ca
ANNE SANDERSON (ext’n # 229)
Bookkeeper ~ asanderson@dol.ca
STEVE BALDINELLI (ext’n # 261)
Building & Property Coordinator
sbaldinelli@dol.ca

If you are interested in THE SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM OR MATRIMONY at Holy Family Parish,
please note that in addition to preparation, we require that you connect with us a minimum of 3
months in advance of your hoped for date of baptism and 1 year prior to your desired wedding date.
For more information about BAPTISM, contact Lisa Wright.
For more information about MATRIMONY, contact Kelly Wilson.
If you are interested in becoming Catholic or learning more about the Catholic faith, or find out more
about our R.C.I.A. process, please contact Lisa Wright or Daniel Pettipas.
For FUNERALS OR FUNERAL PRE-PLANNING, contact Heather Cushing or Kelly Wilson.
Do you need a PASTORAL REFERENCE LETTER? We need to know you continuously for one year
before providing one. Please contact Kelly Wilson to begin this process.
If you are NEW TO THE PARISH, please introduce yourself to one of our parish staff in the office.
If you would like TO REGISTER, go to www.holyfamilylondon.ca

John & Patrick Donohue
Margaret Bloomfield, Martina McGrenere

CONTACT Bro. Darryl Lierman, GRAND KNIGHT (226) 663-5081

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT Frances Bennett (519) 472-6750, C.W.L. President

