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NEW TO THE PARISH OR INTERESTED  

IN BECOMING A MEMBER? 

Visit the Welcome desk in the narthex  
after Mass and introduce yourself  
to our Hospitality Team or drop by 

 the parish office to say hello.  

We want to welcome you!  

Cardinals are appreciated 
as good fortune bringers 

 in Christianity. As well, they remind the 
faithful of Christ’s blood symbolizing  
an everlasting energy and vitality.  

“By His blood we are freed from sin  
to serve the living God, to glorify Him, 

and to enjoy Him forever.”  
They are also symbols of Christmas,  

the celebration of Christ’ birth. 
They bring joy, song, harmony and 

happiness to peoples’ homes and lives 
and often can be said to be a sign of a 

loved one who has passed. 

 

Family Matters is a monthly publication, available by subscribing 

 online at www.holyfamilylondon.ca 
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@HolyFamilyLondon  

@holyfamily_on 
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 A Word from Fr. Bob, Our Pastor 

The Church liturgical year comes to a 
close this weekend with the annual 
celebration of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe. The thought of 
earthly kingdoms today, with heads of 
state named as kings, queens, 
presidents or prime ministers, may  
conjure up within us conflicting images of power and abuse of 
power, wealth and overspending of tax dollars, truth and covered-up 
lies, promises made and failure to serve and to protect the very  

people entrusted to their care. Most sadly, we have occasionally seen signs of this kind of leadership 
within the church. Luke’s gospel selection today reveals a sovereign of a different nature. We see and hear 
from a king who delivers a message to his people from the throne of a death-dealing cross. His word is 
truth. He is faithful. He is the true servant and Saviour of all. To the un-Spirited mind and heart, his life 
and message have come to an end. Yet, against all human wisdom, Jesus reveals himself to be the Lord of 
Life over death, the triumph of love over hatred and indifference, the King who was, who is and who is to 
come. All who choose him as their Lord receive the inheritance he alone can offer. Jesus trusted his 
Father to the point of complete surrender to his will. Through his surrender, he won for us power and 
potential beyond our capacity to access them. He invites us to follow after the pattern of his own life: to 
surrender to the Father’s will, to abandon our life to him and to offer him the possessions of our past and 
of our future. In other words, he desires us to become disciples after his own heart. 
 

The vision of Holy Family Parish is to bring people to Jesus, to form disciples and to send them out to 
transform the world. This is the Great Commission (Mt.28.18-20) that Jesus gave to the Church. We are 
intentional about this in everything we do, as per our Game Plan of “equipping the saints for ministry 
(Eph.4.12-16).” Part of how we measure success is by increasing the number of intentional disciples that 
are formed here and also by how many unchurched people we introduce to Jesus. The unchurched 
include most of the children and grandchildren of active parishioners over the past 40-50 years. Most 
have not yet encountered Jesus as their living, saving God, to whom they surrender their lives, families, 
work and future. We are well aware that developing a relationship-oriented process and faith in Christ 
cannot be forced. With God’s direction and our servanthood, we proclaim Jesus as Lord, and pray that 
he will touch hearts, that he will transform lives. Thank God, the testimony of dozens and dozens of 
transformed lives in Jesus affirm our vision and process. Our way of evangelizing over the past three 
years, in concert with the support of Divine Renovation Ministries, is completely different from that of  
the previous 50 years. We are focused on “mission” and not on “maintenance.” Even our perspective on  
the financial support of the parish is now seen 
through the lens of how our parish is able to bring 
more people, active and not-so-active Catholics, 
to Christ. In other words, how do our financial 
resources support our vision and purpose as a 
Catholic parish. Thank you to the faithful 
parishioners who support our Vision and Game 
Plan. Together, with the transformational work of 
the Holy Spirit, Holy Family Parish will become 
the renewed and renewing people of God. 

 

 

 

 

    



 

                                     

 

                                       

 

 

 

                                     

  

 

 

 



 

 

Claudette McLeod is very excited to begin her new part-time position as 

administrative assistant in the office at Holy Family Parish.  She and her 

husband Allan were married at this church by Father Murray Sample in 

1990.  They have lived in Oakridge for over 25 years and are long-time 

parishioners.  Their two children, Diana and Jason, attended Notre 

Dame School, St. Thomas Aquinas High School, King’s University and 

Western University. Diana is currently a teacher with the Catholic 

School Board, and Jason and his wife Megan have recently moved to 

the Toronto area to establish their careers.  In the fall of 2017, Claudette 

retired from full-time employment after 30 years of secretarial and 

administrative positions in various government offices.  Claudette is 

very thankful and proud to belong to such a diverse parish with so 

many different ministries and dedicated volunteers who generously 

share their time and talents, and she looks forward to assisting the office 

staff and parishioners. 

 

 

 

 

Do you or does someone you know have questions about faith, God 

and Jesus?  You know, the big questions in life.  If you answered yes, 

we would like to invite you to our next Alpha series on every  

Thursday night  from January 23, 2020 to March 26, 2020. There is an introductory “Come and See” 

session on Thursday, January 9. At Alpha, you’ll explore topics, like what is the relevance of Jesus in our 

lives today and what does the Holy Spirit do. The Alpha course is 100% free to complete, and dinner is 

provided. With this course, it is important to attend the retreat day on Saturday, February 26. 
 

To register for our next Alpha session, please visit the Holy Family Parish website at 

holyfamilylondon.ca. You’ll find the registration page under the Courses tab. If you have any questions, 

please contact Loretta Wilson at lwilson@dol.ca. 
 

While you’re online, be sure to follow us on our social media channels. Our Twitter and Instagram 

handle is @holyfamily_on, and you’ll find us on Facebook @HolyFamilyLondon. We’ll be sharing 

Alpha-related news and updates, so keep an eye out! 

  

ALPHA is for...  

Anyone interested in finding out more about the Christian faith. Adults of all ages are welcome.  

Learning and laughter. It is possible to learn about the Christian faith and to have fun at the same time.  

People meeting together. An opportunity to get to know others and to make new friends.  

Helping one another. The small groups give you a chance to discuss issues raised during the talks.  

Asking anything. Alpha is a place where no question is seen as too simple or too hostile. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

                          by      Daniel Pettipas, Discipleship Formation Team Lead 
 

You might remember that last November you heard a preaching 
series called “Generous Living” all about money and giving. In it, 
the Senior Leadership Team challenged everyone at Holy Family  

Parish to tithe or, in other words, to donate money.  
 

I remember speaking to a very practical need for money within the parish, especially as it pertained 
to our mission of making and supporting disciples who joyfully live out the mission of Jesus Christ. 
I brought to mind what it is like to be around a table planning for the future and hearing “There is 
not enough money for that!” I always want there to be enough money for us to do what we are 
being called by the Holy Spirit to do. 
 
Driven by this conviction, I committed to tithe 10% of my earnings to the parish. This was on top 
of contributions we donate to other charitable organizations. After a year of giving, I wanted to 
break down what this has looked like for my family. 
 
We started off by cheating, just a little bit, and tithing from our net income instead of gross. We 
also did not give out of other sources, such as our child benefit and tax rebate. Our tithe works out 
to be about $390 a month. Now, I have to say, that there must be a grace in giving fairly generously 
because we barely felt the difference. Yeah, it was hard for me to walk up to that GivePoint 
machine each month; but our contribution did not reflect on our lifestyle in any major ways. Of 
course, we would get to the end of a pay period and wonder where all of our money went, but that 
was happening before we started giving anyway. 
 
Things were going along splendidly until I took a month of parental leave in July; during that time, 
we decided to not continue our contributions as our income shrunk. That reality along with some 
summer trips made things tight for the next little bit. It turned out that we did not get back to our 
giving until October, once we felt like we had recovered financially. I do not want to make excuses 
for this; I only want to be honest about how the year turned out for us. Do I wish that I had kept 
up our giving for those summer months? Yes, of course. Do I feel terribly bad? Not really. It feels 
really good to fall out of habit with a commitment and then return to it in short order. Because very 
often the opposite is true, and a couple of months turns into a couple of years. Yet, I am driven by 
my conviction that our parish needs money if we are going to succeed in making and supporting 
living, breathing disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you know what really excited me over this past year? The thought that if I am contributing $390 
a month and I am only one person, what would it mean for the parish if more people got on board 
with this tithing idea. The Lord will accomplish amazing things despite us, but imagine what He can 
accomplish with our total cooperation. I dream of a parish community that is so focused on loving 
people and bringing them into a deep relationship with Jesus Christ that money becomes a non  
issue. I dream of a parish that is so in tune with the heart of God the Father that giving for the sake 
of the mission is synonymous with being Christian.  
 
In conclusion, are you going to start tithing if you aren’t 
already doing so? What will that look like for you? What 
can you imagine our parish community accomplishing with 
your gift? Let’s bring the mission to life any way that we 
can, and don’t worry about being perfect—just be a little 
more generous than the day before. I wish the best for you 
and your families, and I hope you decide to join me in this 
whole tithing thing.  

 

 



 

 

                                               
 

by Heather Cushing,  

Hospitality & Pastoral Care Team Lead  
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

We want to inform you of some administration- and ministry-related 

changes to the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick at our long- term 

care residential and retirement homes.   

 

We will continue to provide Eucharistic Ministers each weekend to the residents 

at Chelsey Park and Horizon Place and should soon be able to provide 

Eucharistic Ministers to PeopleCare Oakcrossing at least bi-weekly, with a goal 

to achieve this weekly. We also will continue to provide opportunities for the 

Catholic residents to gather monthly either for Mass or a lay-led communion 

service.   

 

In October, we began to change the way we celebrate the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick. Instead of celebrating this sacrament at the nursing 

homes’ Masses, we will celebrate it upon the request of either the resident or a 

family member. If a resident wants the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, 

the family/nursing staff can call Heather Cushing at (519) 472-0057 ext. 260 to 

ask for a priest to come to anoint the resident and we will have someone go to 

see them as soon as possible. Since the residents receive the Eucharist weekly, 

and feel connected to their regular visitor, we will no longer go to each floor to 

offer Eucharist after the Mass, unless a resident requests to see the priest. 

 

We will still endeavor to keep the lists of Catholic residents current. 

 

We are most grateful to our dedicated group of communion ministers and their 

leaders, who faithfully serve our beloved seniors. They come to love the residents 

and the residents love them. Many of these residents have been active in their 

faith communities when they were able and so it is our pleasure to do what we 

can for them. They still help us out by praying for our faith community. 

 

If you are interested in sharing your gifts in this ministry, please contact Heather 

Cushing in the office. 

 

 

 

On November 21, the annual Mass of Remembrance was held to remember all 

those members of our parish family who have passed away. As always, it was an 

honour to celebrate these brothers and sisters of Christ who have been members 

of our spiritual family. Each person’s name was read out, as their picture was 

shown on the screen and a candle lit in their remembrance. Family members 

were encouraged to take this candle home.  

    

      

 

 



 

 

On October 22, we hosted our annual Senior’s Thanksgiving Luncheon in the All Saints Hall. 

Remark Fresh Markets generously provided turkey and gravy, while the Knights of Columbus 

took care of all the yummy fixings. Every person was gifted with a cross in a pocket,  

generously handcrafted by volunteers, to take home. 

After the meal, the Ukelette girls filled the hall with 

upbeat music that had people singing along. We’d like to 

extend a big thank you to everyone who either 

volunteered at or attended the event. Because of you, a 

great time was had. Save the date for our next senior’s 

luncheon, which will be held on December 3, 2019. 

More details to follow.  

 

 

 

 

                        by Rosina Hooper, Liturgy Committee Chair 

 

On December 3, after the 6.30 p.m. Mass, there will be a “Lighting of Lights” 

ceremony to which all are invited. 

 

During discussions last year, at a Liturgy Committee meeting, it was decided that the 

time had come to show to those who worship in our parish community, and to the 

community at large, that we are open and welcoming. One way of accomplishing this 

was to introduce lights around the parking lot entrance and on shrubs at the front 

entrance, along with the Creche being floodlit, during Christmas time. The lights and 

greenery, inside and out, were greatly appreciated, they brought smiles to peoples’ faces 

and we have Faye Murphy to thank for that. This year more lights are being added. 

 

At the 6:30 p.m. Eucharistic Celebration on December 3, 2019, we have Catechumens being received 

into the church and, in honour of them receiving the Light of Christ, it seems appropriate to light the 

outside lights the same evening. We will move outside after mass, and weather permitting, there will be 

singing of Christmas carols sung and the lights will be switched on, signifying the Light of Christ shining 

throughout Advent and the Christmas Season. A  reception will follow. Won’t you join us? 

 

 

 

This Advent,  we encourage you to check out these websites for daily reflection materials: 

♦ formed.org/advent –  Just enter your email and our parish access code GD6M84 

   to receive daily reflections. Includes children’s reflections with just an additional click  

   of a button. 

♦ dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever – Click the “Sign Me Up” button and enter    

   your email to begin. 

♦ adventreflections.com –  Daily meditations from Bishop Robert Barron.  

   Scroll down to sign up by entering your email. 

 

       

 

 

 



 

                         

 
by Virginia Walker, President of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

 

You might already be familiar with the Christmas 

Giving Tree program by St. Vincent de Paul, where 

parishioners donate gifts to families in need during 

the holidays. This year, like last year, St. Vincent de 

Paul wants each family to shop for their own 

children’s gifts and buy their favourite foods for 

Christmas dinner. 

 

To do this, St. Vincent de Paul is requesting 

parishioners to donate cash only. You can help this 

worthy cause by placing your donation in the giving 

envelopes, which you can pick up from the 

Christmas trees in the narthex from November 23 to 

December 1. Return these envelopes with your 

donation to the St. Vincent de Paul or the parish 

mailboxes in the narthex.  

 

With your generous donations, the St. Vincent de 

Paul team will purchase Wal-Mart and grocery gifts  

cards. This way, parents can buy from Wal-Mart the items on their children’s Dear Santa gift list. 

These gift cards, along with a letter listing the program’s generous supporters’ names, will be 

distributed by the St. Vincent de Paul volunteers to the families on December 14. 

 

Every month, St. Vincent de Paul provides helpful services to approximately 100 households within 

our parish territory. As you can probably imagine, the need is so much greater during Christmas time. 

Some families might be able to get by throughout the year, but the typical Christmas experience is not 

within their budget. Other families might require more assistance throughout the year, and St. Vincent 

de Paul is here to help families in either scenario. If there is money left unspent during the Christmas 

season, it will be used to support families in the new year.  

 

In addition to your Christmas donations, St. 

Vincent de Paul receives support from  St. 

Thomas Aquinas Secondary School and our 

five feeder elementary schools (Notre 

Dame, St. Paul, St. Marguerite d’Youville, 

St. John French Immersion & St. Thomas 

More). As well, through the support of a  

parishioner’s company,  $1 of every sale is  

donated to this cause. Together, we are able 

to make the lives of fellow Londoners a 

little bit brighter during the Christmas 

season.  
 



 

 

 

 

ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

� Saturdays during Advent, December 7, 14 & 21  
at 11 a.m. 

� Tuesday, December 17 from 7 to 8 p.m.  
following the 6:30 p.m. evening Mass 

� Wednesday, December 18 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
following the 10 a.m. morning Mass                                   
and from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 

 

Christmas ScheduleChristmas ScheduleChristmas ScheduleChristmas Schedule    
Christmas Eve ~ Tuesday, December 24Christmas Eve ~ Tuesday, December 24Christmas Eve ~ Tuesday, December 24Christmas Eve ~ Tuesday, December 24    
  ♦ 4:30 p.m. ~  This is a special outreach to  
     families with young children. The Family  &  
     Children’s  Choir offers energetic music that is  
     especially chosen for them. The doors of the  
     church open at 3:15 p.m. 

  

 ♦ 6:30 p.m. ~  The tone of this celebration is  

    gentle and peaceful accompanied by the   
    Contemporary Choir. 

 

 ♦ 8:30 p.m. ~  A mix of traditional and  
     contemporary music is offered at this celebration,  
     led by the Family Mass Singers. 

 

 ♦ 10:30 p.m. ~  This Traditional Mass is a more  
     formal and grand celebration of the Nativity of the  
     Lord, including the use of incense.  A Christmas  
     caroling sing along begins at 10 p.m. led by the  
     Traditional Choir. 

  

Christmas Day ~ Wednesday, December 25Christmas Day ~ Wednesday, December 25Christmas Day ~ Wednesday, December 25Christmas Day ~ Wednesday, December 25    
      A wonderful way to begin a day of celebrating 

the birthday of our Saviour. 

           

         ♦ 8:30 a.m. ~ This Mass is especially     
              attractive to families of senior elementary  
              through to high school and college. The  
              Praise and Worship Band leads with  
              enthusiasm and prayerfulness. 

 

 ♦ 10:30 a.m. ~ Mass is led by the Traditional Choir  

 

                Solemnity of MarySolemnity of MarySolemnity of MarySolemnity of Mary, Mother of God, Mother of God, Mother of God, Mother of God    
A feast that celebrates Mary’s motherhood of Jesus 

    Tuesday, December  3Tuesday, December  3Tuesday, December  3Tuesday, December  31111    
 5 p.m. ~ Led by the Contemporary Choir 

Wednesday, JanuaryWednesday, JanuaryWednesday, JanuaryWednesday, January 1111 

10 a.m. ~ Led by the Organist and Cantor 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in THE SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM OR MATRIMONY at Holy Family Parish, 

please note that in addition to preparation, we require that you connect with us a minimum of 3 

months in advance of your hoped for date of baptism and 1 year prior to your desired wedding date. 
 

For more information about the sacraments of BAPTISM, RECONCILIATION (Confession), 

EUCHARIST(Communion) & CONFIRMATION, contact Lisa Wright. 
 

For more information about MATRIMONY, contact Kelly Wilson. 
 

If you are interested in becoming Catholic or learning more about the Catholic faith, or find out more 

about our RCIA process, please contact Lisa Wright or Daniel Pettipas. 
  

For FUNERALS OR FUNERAL PRE-PLANNING, contact Heather Cushing or Kelly Wilson. 
 

Do you need a PASTORAL REFERENCE LETTER? We need to know you continuously for one year 

before providing one. Please contact Kelly Wilson to begin this process. 

 

NEW TO THE PARISH OR INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PARISHIONER? Please introduce yourself to 

the Hospitality Team at the Welcome Desk or visit our parish office during the week. 
 

If you would like TO REGISTER, go to www.holyfamilylondon.ca, click on “Contact” to find the parish 

registration at holyfamilylondon.ca/registration-form/ 
 

GIVEPOINT ~ We are pleased 

to provide you with the QR 

Code below. Simply scan the 

code with your Mobile app and 

the Givepoint website will be 

available for you to donate.  
 

FORMED ~ ACCESS CODE – GD6M84 

Catholic Faith on Demand 

 

Thousands of movies, video programs, audios 

& books. 

 

LEARN MORE at formed.org  

PARISH DIRECTORY  OFFICE (519) 472-0057; EMAIL: hfparish@dol.ca 

FR. BOB REMARK FR. BOB REMARK FR. BOB REMARK FR. BOB REMARK (ext’n # 228) 

Pastor ~ rremark@dol.ca  
 

FR. GLEN BALL  FR. GLEN BALL  FR. GLEN BALL  FR. GLEN BALL  (ext’n #226) 

Parochial Vicar ~ gball@dol.ca  
 

DANIEL PETTIPAS  DANIEL PETTIPAS  DANIEL PETTIPAS  DANIEL PETTIPAS  (ext’n #258) 

Discipleship Formation Team Lead 

dpettipas@dol.ca  
 

HEATHER CUSHING  HEATHER CUSHING  HEATHER CUSHING  HEATHER CUSHING  (ext’n #260)))) 

Hospitality & Pastoral Care Team Lead 

hcushing@dol.ca     
 

TIM FIRTH TIM FIRTH TIM FIRTH TIM FIRTH (ext’n # 244)  

Mission Support Team Lead   

tfirth@dol.ca  
 

LORETTA WILSON LORETTA WILSON LORETTA WILSON LORETTA WILSON (Volunteer)  

Alpha Team Lead ~ lwilson@dol.ca 

KATE HENDRIKS  KATE HENDRIKS  KATE HENDRIKS  KATE HENDRIKS  (ext’n # 265)  

Communications & Pastoral Administrative 

Specialist ~ khendriks@dol.ca  

    

LISA WRIGHT LISA WRIGHT LISA WRIGHT LISA WRIGHT (ext’n # 201)    

Sacramental Preparation Coordinator    

lwright@dol.ca   
 

KELLY WILSONKELLY WILSONKELLY WILSONKELLY WILSON (ext’n # 201)    

Receptionist/Secretary ~    kwilson@dol.ca 
 

STEVE BALDINELLI STEVE BALDINELLI STEVE BALDINELLI STEVE BALDINELLI (ext’n # 261) 

Building & Property Coordinator 

sbaldinelli@dol.ca 

CLAUDETTE MCLEODCLAUDETTE MCLEODCLAUDETTE MCLEODCLAUDETTE MCLEOD (ext’n # 222)    

Part-Time Secretary    ~ cmcleod@dol.ca 
 

LISKA JETCHICK  LISKA JETCHICK  LISKA JETCHICK  LISKA JETCHICK   

Music Ministry Coordinator 

ljetchick@dol.ca  
 

ANNE SANDERSON ANNE SANDERSON ANNE SANDERSON ANNE SANDERSON (ext’n # 229)    

Bookkeeper ~ asanderson@dol.ca 
 

DEACON DEACON DEACON DEACON TOM MACLEODTOM MACLEODTOM MACLEODTOM MACLEOD    

tmacleod@dol.ca   

DEADEADEADEACON CON CON CON HENRY KLING HENRY KLING HENRY KLING HENRY KLING (retired) 

DEACON GEORGE SEBOKDEACON GEORGE SEBOKDEACON GEORGE SEBOKDEACON GEORGE SEBOK    (retired) 
 

GERTRUD HOCKE GERTRUD HOCKE GERTRUD HOCKE GERTRUD HOCKE (Volunteer)  

Discipleship Groups Coordinator  

gertrud.holyfamily@gmail.com 

 



 


