
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

A Message from Fr. Bob... The gospel of Easter Sunday morning is  
taken from the twentieth chapter of St. John. The major players in this 
excerpt, other than the risen Lord, are two Angels, Peter and John, and 
Mary Magdalene. We find Mary going to the tomb early morning, before 
sunrise, and finding it without the body of Jesus. Already distressed about 
the earlier encounters of Jesus’s passion and death, now she is trying to 
deal with the loss of even the lifeless body of her Lord. John refers to 
Mary’s weeping, broken heart, three times. The Angels, and later Jesus, ask 
her why she is weeping.  
 

Over the past four weeks, like Mary, we have had good reasons for 
weeping. Other than those with whom we share a home, we are separated 
from our loved ones, especially those most vulnerable. We have lost jobs. Loved ones have been sick and 
we are not able to visit them. Fear has taken grip of us and the future shows no sign of hope. The end 
of COVID-19 is not clearly in sight. We have very good reasons for weeping. And, like the Angels and 
Jesus in our gospel, we need to be present to one another and encourage one another to share the pain 
being experienced. Can we love another enough to allow them to share their pain with us?  

  

It is only when Mary finally recognizes the risen Lord 
standing right in front of her that her sorrow is challenged 
to turn into joy. We wonder ourselves when/if this will 
happen in our own lives. When will our own sorrows turn 
into joy? Will that moment be when we embrace loved 
ones of whom we will never want to let go? Will it be 
when our beloved sick will become well? Will it be when 
we, like Mary, recognize that the risen Lord, Jesus, is 
standing right before us, right next to us, right within us?  
  

This year, it is likely that each one of us will celebrate Easter like none before, 
and very possibly none ever to come. We are certainly aware of the pain endured 
by each of us and of others. It has been acute pain, acute suffering. In this pain, we 
have walked with Jesus in his own passion and death. We have walked with him; he 
has walked with us. He knows better than we, the source of our weeping. What 
remains? We wait in faith for the Spirit of God to bring us to new life, as he rose 
Jesus from death to resurrected life, abundant life. Jesus, I trust in you! Jesus, we 
know that you will not leave us in death and sorrow. Jesus, we wait for your Holy 
Spirit to waken us to an abundant life in you, now! Come, Holy Spirit!  

 
 

 

We are an Easter people, and Alleluia is our Song! 

Holy Family Parish is a welcoming and vibrant faith community                                   

that brings people to Jesus, forms disciples and sends them out                                      

to transform the world. We joyfully commit to worship, grow, serve, connect and give. 



-Alone Together Even though we are not able to meet with one  
another in the same room, many of our parish groups are meeting 
with one another through social media. We are grateful that our 
parish groups are still very much alive. Alpha Table Groups, Connect 
Groups, our Intercessory Prayer Team, our R.C.I.A. Group and our 
Leadership Teams meet regularly online. We have started a telephone  

call outreach to our most vulnerable members residing in nursing homes, apartments and homes. We may 
sometimes feel so alone, but we are not alone when we reach out to God and to others with such love, 
support and compassion. 
 

Watch for us on You Tube - Subscribe to our You Tube channel by going to our parish website 
and click on “Watch Mass Online” or search for Holy Family Parish, London on You Tube for 
daily live streamed, Sunday & Holy Week celebrations.  
 

Financial Support during COVID-19 - Your donation will help us to continue to support and make 

disciples who joyfully live out the mission of Jesus Christ during the Easter season and beyond. As always, 
your generosity is appreciated. The parish staff team is continuing to work hard 
and do their best to be financially responsible during these difficult times.   
 

If you are currently able and willing to donate to the parish on a consistent basis, 
we encourage you to sign up for pre-authorized giving if you have not done so 
already. You can give online at https://holyfamilylondon.ca/donate/ or by 
automatic “Interac e-Transfer”. To sign up for Interac e-Transfer, simply set up 
the email address ‘hfparish@dol.ca’ as a recipient, choose the amount you wish to 
give, and press send! No password is required. 
 

We understand that many people are facing financial insecurity during the current public health emergency. 
If you have recently lost your job and are facing financial hardship, please do not feel obligated to start 
donating to the parish at this time. We do not want to burden you.  

  

We are Here for You! - Your Holy Family team has been 

working hard to stay in touch with you as physical presence is not 
an option. Grateful for what social media offers us in terms of 
reaching out to everyone electronically, we also want to hear from 
you. We have chosen to send to each parishioner a copy of this 
communication. We would love to hear from you, via social media, 
phone call, or through Canada Post. This physical separation also 
gives us an opportunity to get your contact information right. 
Would you be so kind as to give us your current email address and 
phone number? How can we support you, pray for/with you, assist 
you? We’d love to hear from you. Are there any intentions that we 
can pray along with you? We hold you and your loved ones in our 
prayer.  

 Easter blessings to all!  
Fr. Bob  

 

  

   

   

   

HOLY FAMILY PARISH ♦  777 Valetta St., London, ON  N6H 2Y9    

♦ PH. # (519) 472 - 0057   ♦ FAX #  (519) 472-4758    EMAIL:  hfparish@dol.ca   ♦ WEBSITE: www.holyfamilylondon.ca    

OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  and 1 p.m.  to 4:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASS ♦ Saturday 5 p.m. ♦ Sunday 8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 6:30 p.m.  WEEKDAY MASS ♦ Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Wednesday to Friday 10 a.m.   

                          
 ♦ CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:  @HolyFamilyLondon  @holyfamily_on 
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