
     Our Family Overview 
 

 

A Message from Fr. Bob ~ Mothers’ Day. This 

weekend, all of us are mindful of our dear mothers. With 

all things these days, expressions of love and gratitude to 

them will have a different ‘feel’ for many of us, if not 

most of us. This year, there will not be family trips to 

visit her, hugs to embrace her, grateful hands to assure  

her. This year, unless you are fortunate enough to have your mother living in 

the same home as you, we will offer creative ways to reach out to these life- 

giving, ever protective, harbingers of love. How will you celebrate your mother this year? Visits to her home and 

distanced expressions of gratitude and love standing on drive ways or peering through windows? Phone calls, zoom chats 

or FaceTime conversations? Visits to her permanent place of rest in cemeteries? Quiet moments of prayer, recalling, 

cherishing, reliving precious moments of days gone by? Actually, all of these and any of these movements of grateful love 

are indeed sentiments flowing from the center of a grateful daughter/son. All of these are perfectly ‘right’ for these days. 

But we need not feel that we will have to wait another year before reaching out with our arms open and our hearts 

grateful. Just imagine the first opportunity, beyond isolation, that we will have them wrapped in our arms. That is one day 

we can all look forward to. To all of our dear mothers: thank you. We don’t take for granted your investment of love in 

us. We love you. We will never forget you. We will always pray for you. 

 

Canada Health Day, May 12. This year, health and care for health, has deep significance for us. 

Canada Health Day is celebrated in health care facilities and community services across the 

country. This day reminds us that health and healing are essential aspects of our baptismal 

vocation. We are called to take responsibility for our personal health: to prevent illness and to 

seek a healthy lifestyle. Good health concerns the physical, emotional, social and spiritual health 

of our communities, respect for God’s creatures and the nurturing of the whole earth. 

 

 
 
A Message from Heather, Hospitality & Pastoral Care Team lead ~ Yeah!  We have completed calling over 600 

parishioners—only about 3500 to go!  Thank you so much to all those who participated in this outreach, a true ministry of 

love.  Later this week we will begin calling the rest of our parishioners.  Our goal is to check in with each and every person 

in our database.  From the feedback from those making the calls and from those receiving them the feedback has been 

amazing.  As you know we are also using this opportunity to update our database.   

      We are most appreciative to all those who have connected with our parish family members already—we could not 

have done this without you!  We have had a number of folks step forward to help with the next phase of calls, but we can 

always use more help.  Please contact Heather Cushing at hcushing@dol.ca or leave a voicemail at 519-472-0057, ext. 260, 

if you would like to join us in reaching out.  thank you to those who have 

sent us their updated information and please if you have not yet done so, 

please do.  While making our phone calls we have encounter many “this 

number is no longer in service” messages.  We know that many have 

eliminated landlines and switched to cell phones, (I did this a few years ago, 

and forgot the let the parish know!), please let us know your cell phone 

number. 
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Live Streaming Our Masses ~ Tim Firth, Mission Support Team Lead 
 
We have been overwhelmed with the positive responses that we've received to 

our Mass live streaming broadcasts on YouTube. To that end, your Senior 

Leadership Team has decided to make them a permanent part of delivering the 

Good News! We have a very temporary set-up in the church at present (see 

accompanying picture), and that is obviously not going to work when we once 

again gather to worship. We are seeking proposals from local firms for the 

equipment we would need to make this happen, and to date we have determined 

that we are going to need $30,000 to $35,000 to accomplish this properly. If you 

are in a position to support us financially in this most important endeavor, we 

would be pleased to hear from you. Please contact Tim Firth at tfirth@dol.ca, or 

by cell phone at 519-476-5617. Thank you, and God Bless. 

 

 

Parish Financial Update - April, 2020 ~ Your Senior Leadership Team and the Parish Finance Council continue to be 

in regular contact with respect to these financially challenging times. For April, 2020, 

combined Offertory and Easter giving is 35% below budget. Conversely, our expenses 

are 31% below what we had forecasted, which is a good thing! A major contributing 

factor to our expense reduction is that the Diocese has suspended our monthly 

assessment that we pay to them. That in itself is almost $12,000 per month. Fiscal 

management of God's gifts to Holy Family will continue to focus on cost containment 

and seeking value in our due diligence. Please contact Tim Firth at tfirth@dol.ca or 

519-476-5617 if you have any questions. Thank you for your continued support!  

 

 
 

The Alpha Spring On-Line Course ~ 2020 
 

          
An Opportunity to Explore the Meaning of Life 

Beginning soon at Holy Family Parish 
 

Register at www.holyfamilylondon.ca today! 
 

For more information contact Loretta Wilson, Alpha Team Lead at lwilson@dol.ca  

or Daniel Pettipas, Discipleship Formation Team Lead at dpettipas@dol.ca  
 

 

 Explore questions like these:  
What is the meaning of life?  
What happens when we die?  
What relevance does Jesus 

have for our lives?  
How do we deal with guilt?  



The National Week for Life and the Family will be observed from  

May 10-17.  This year’s theme - Children: The Crowning Glory of Marriage 

- is taken from the Church’s teaching as set forth in the Second Vatican 

Council and reiterated by the Magisterium. Most recently this teaching is 

taken up in the fifth chapter of Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, The 

Joy of Love (Amoris Laetitia), whereby he reflects on “Love Made 

Fruitful” in family life. A brief summary of chapter five is provided.  

 
A Summary of “Love Made Fruitful”, chapter five of The Joy of Love 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church echoes the Second Vatican Council when 
it states that children are the crowning glory of marriage (CCC, 1652, Gaudium 
et Spes, 48). Children are born of the love between a father and mother. 

Borrowing the title of chapter five from Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, The Joy of Love (Amoris Laetitia), we could 
say that children are “Love Made Fruitful.” Pope Francis reminds us that “love always gives life.” Children are a gift from 
God and “are a living reflection of [the] love” between a father and a mother. As a sign of God’s “utterly gratuitous 
dimension of love,” children are not a mistake but are to be accepted and protected so that they may attain their “final 
goal [which] is the joy of eternal life.” 
 
Parents exercise “responsible parenthood” when they discern wisely—according to their particular circumstances in 
life—the number of children they desire to raise. At the same time Pope Francis states that “large families are a joy for the 
Church . . . [because] they are an expression of the fruitfulness of love.” 
 
God reveals his love through the love of a child’s parents. Fathers and mothers participate with God “in the miracle of a 
new life.” “Every child has a right to receive love from a mother and a father; both are necessary for a child’s integral and 
harmonious development.” “The clear and well-defined presence of both figures, female and male, creates the 
environment best suited to the growth of the child.” 
 
Despite their intense desire “some couples are unable to have children.” This in no way diminishes their marriage which is 
a “communion of life.” Parenthood “is not a solely biological reality, but is expressed in diverse ways.” Some couples 
become parents through adoption and in this manner “become channels of God’s love.” There are different “ways of 
experiencing the fruitfulness of love.” “No family can be fruitful if it sees itself as overly different or ‘set apart’.” 
 
Each one of us comes from a family; “we are all sons and daughters.” We have not created ourselves but have received 
life as a great gift. “In the family we learn to live as one.” “From this initial experience of fraternity, nourished by affection 
and education at home, the style of fraternity radiates like a promise upon the whole of society.” Families are part of a 
larger family made up of many members from the wider community. This “extended family” is meant to help those in 
need: single mothers, orphans, and widows. 
 
Grandparents are also part of this extended family. “Very often it is grandparents who ensure that the most important 
values are passed down to their children and ‘many people can testify that they owe their initiation into the Christian life 
to their grandparents.’” Pope Francis has said that “Grandparents . . . are entrusted with a great responsibility: to transmit 
their life experience, their family history, the history of a community, of a people; to share wisdom with simplicity, and the 
faith itself — the most precious heritage!” (Meeting with the Elderly, 28 September 2014). 
 
“God has given the family the job of ‘domesticating’ the world and helping each person to see fellow human beings as 
brothers and sisters.” “By their witness as well as their words, families speak to others of Jesus. They pass on the faith, 
they arouse a desire for God and they reflect the beauty of the Gospel and its way of life.” “Their fruitfulness expands and 
in countless ways makes God’s love present in society.” 
 
For family activities, go to: 
https://www.colf.ca/images/graphics/4_SUGGESTED_EVENTS_AND_ACTIVITIES_National_Week_for_Life_and
_the_Family_2020.pdf 

 



To request Mass intentions for the weekday Masses, contact Kelly at 
hfparish@dol.ca or inquire at ext’n # 201. We are accepting payment for 
these Masses by sending your cheque made payable to Holy Family Parish, 
noting in the memo line that it is for ‘Mass request’.  ($10 per Mass intention) 
These weekday Mass intentions are posted weekly on our parish website. 
 

Funerals ~ Currently given our restrictions on having public funerals, it’s 

important that if you have a loved one at the parish who passes away, please 

contact Heather at hcushing@dol.ca so that we can pray for them and to 

make plans to have a Mass for them in the future. 

 

Our Intercessory Prayer Team is still very active during this current public 

health emergency. If you would like to submit a prayer request, please contact 

Heather Cushing at hcushing@dol.ca  
 

Praying the Rosary during the month of May is encouraged as it is one of 

the months of the year that is dedicated to our Blessed Mother Mary.  

Rediscover the beauty of praying the rosary as described by Pope Francis, 

found by clicking this link... 

https://www.catholicbishops.ie/2020/05/01/rediscover-the-beauty-of-praying-

the-rosary-at-home-during-the-month-of-may-pope-francis/ 

 

For those who missed the Consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother 

of the Church, go to... https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkeNds1uuCI 
 

Resources for prayer can be found on our parish website under the resource tab. As a parish 
we have a special subscription to FORMED, The Catholic Faith on Demand. The access code is 
GD6M84. For new subscribers ...  

1. Go to  formed.org and click the “Sign Up” button 
2. Click “I belong to a parish or organization” and search “Holy Family London” 
3. Click on the “Holy Family” that lists our street address (777 Valetta Street). It will then prompt 

you to add your name and email address. Once you do this, you’re done! 
 

Readings for Next Sunday ~ the 6th Sunday of Easter ♦ Acts 8.5-8, 14-17 ♦ 1 Peter 3.15-18 ♦ John 14:15-21 
 

 

To continue to stay connected in supporting us financially, kindly use one of the following options... 
 

1. Interac e-Transfer, simply set up the email address ‘hfparish@dol.ca’ as a recipient, choose the amount you wish to 
give, include in the note section( ‘regular offertory’, ‘bible study’, etc) and press send! No password is required. 

2. Pre-authorized automatic withdrawal If you wish to make your Sunday offertory contributions through 
automatic bank withdrawals, please complete this form and email it and a copy of a void cheque from your bank 
account to Anne Sanderson, our Bookkeeper, at asanderson@dol.ca. If you do not have a cheque, please ask your 
bank to provide the appropriate Form indicating your account number, bank number and branch number. 

3. Mail in your offertory envelopes along with a cheque made payable to Holy Family Parish and marking in the 
memo line “regular offertory donation”. 

4. Mobile Giving at Holy Family Parish - Donating to the parish with your  
mobile phone is easy. Scan this QR code, follow the prompts and you're done! 

 
 

 
 
  

HOLY FAMILY PARISH ♦  777 Valetta St., London, ON  N6H 2Y9    

♦ PH. # (519) 472 - 0057   ♦ FAX #  (519) 472-4758    EMAIL:  hfparish@dol.ca   ♦ WEBSITE: www.holyfamilylondon.ca    

OFFICE HOURS: Temporarily Closed due to COVID-19.  

SUNDAY MASS ♦ Saturday 5 p.m. ♦ Sunday 10 a.m.  WEEKDAY MASS ♦ Tuesday to Friday 10 a.m.   

 
                                                                 

  

@HolyFamilyLondon @holyfamily_on ♦ CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 
  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


