Our Family Overview
A Note from Fr. Bob, Pastor ♦ The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Holy Family Parish
September 13, 2020

We continue our preaching series on “Love Changes Everything”. This Sunday in
our gospel, the Lord reminds us that love is about forgiveness. We are expected to
forgive ‘from the heart’. It is often difficult to forgive from the heart, especially
when we might have been hurt so deeply. The Holy Spirit helps us to do this, when
we call out to him. And of course, when we realize that we have been forgiven, then
we are bound to forgive others in the same way. This line in the Lord’s Prayer
reminds us to ‘forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who have trespassed against us’.
Forgiveness frees the other, and also frees ourselves
from the burden of ‘holding’ non-forgiveness.
Freedom and peace can once again flow through us and others.
Thank you, this weekend, for those who have offered a testimony of their Alpha
experience. The Lord desires us to be transformed by his love. The 11-week
Alpha Course leads us to transformation in the Holy Spirit. When is the last time
that you have experienced the love of the Lord for you? Perhaps now is the time
to open your heart to Jesus and the gift of the Holy Spirit, through Alpha. Please
see our parish website to register: holyfamilylondon.ca.
Devotedly yours in Christ,
Fr. Bob

Readings for Next Sunday
~ The 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~
♦ Isaiah 55.6-9 ♦ Philippians 1.20-24, 27 ♦ Matthew 20.1-16
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ALL ARE WELCOME!!

SUNDAY MASS

To ENSURE A SPOT to attend a weekend Mass, register by
visiting our parish website at www.holyfamilylondon.ca
and click on the REGISTER button found on the main page.
NO COMPUTER ACCESS? Kindly call Claudette to register
at ext’n # 222 or Kelly ext’n #201, PLEASE NOTE that if you
arrive without registering, you will be asked to wait to see
if a spot becomes available. Unfortunately, we may not be
able to accommodate you. SO BE SURE TO REGISTER!

Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 am, 11 am, 2 pm

WEEKDAY MASS
Tuesday 6:30 pm
Wednesday to Friday 10 am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 11 am
Masses are live-streamed at
holyfamilylondon YouTube

We welcome all who will gather with us in the church building; we also welcome all who gather with us online.
If you choose to join us for in-building Mass, please visit our parish website and register you and your family group online by
clicking on the register BUTTON. If you aren’t able to register on-line, kindly call Claudette McLeod at ext’n # 222.
Before you leave home:
At the direction of the province and for the safety and protection of others:
♦ DO NOT attend Mass if you are feeling unwell.
PLEASE BRING
♦ DO NOT attend Mass if you have been outside of Ontario in the past 2 weeks.
YOUR
♦ DO NOT attend Mass if you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 or have
OWN
been asked to self-isolate in the past 2 weeks.
HAND
♦ IF YOU ARE 65 or older, especially if you have pre-existing health conditions, please
SANITIZER
consider joining us via our live streamed Mass through YouTube.
AND FACE
MASK
Follow the link on the parish website at www.holyfamilylondon.ca
When you arrive for Weekend Mass: Doors will open 45 minutes before Mass time on weekends.

Entrance to the church building will be ONLY through the rear parking lot doors.
The elevator is accessible from this entrance. This will help us streamline those in attendance as you enter.
We will begin to admit people at 4:15 p.m. on Saturdays for the 5:00 p.m. Mass and 7:45 a.m., 10:15 a.m. and 1:15 p.m.
respectively on Sundays for the 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Masses. Please take that into consideration when
planning your arrival. Please follow the direction of the Hospitality Ministry members as they do their best to seat you in a
timely manner and in a preferred area, but please note that specific seating CANNOT BE GUARANTEED.

HOLY FAMILY DIVINE RENOVATION PRAYER ~ Heavenly
Father, we praise and thank you for bringing us together
as a faith community to serve one another in love. You
have sent us with a mission to evangelize and share your
message of love and peace to all. Send your Holy Spirit
to guide us in our efforts toward the radical divine
renovation of our parish. We entrust our faith
community to the care of the Holy Family and ask for the
intercession of our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph as we
work together to bear witness to the gospel values and
build a divinely renewed parish. We ask this in the name
of Jesus your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

One of the most remarkable things about our Faith is that by God’s grace, we have become his adopted sons and
daughters. In your day-to-day life, what does it mean to be a son or daughter of God—an heir to his promises and
blessings? When you sit in the pews each Sunday, what does it mean to you to be part of his family, the Church? To help
you uncover this meaning, Holy Family Parish will begin an eight-week Bible study Ephesians: Discover Your
Inheritance on September 30 at different times during the day. Participants will meet in small groups on Zoom every
week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. For more
information or to register, visit www.holyfamilylondon.ca , or contact Gertrud Hocke at gertrudholyfamily@gmail.com .
You will not only discover your unique gifts and calling as a member of Christ’s Church; you will also help us to grow in
fellowship as a parish as we grow closer to Christ together.

Our quilters were very busy over the summers creating close to 500
cloth masks of varying sizes, colours and designs. They have been made
available as you come in for weekend Masses through our remarkable
Hospitality volunteers. We ask that you kindly make a donation for each
mask that you pick up that will in turn go towards supporting the efforts
of our parish’s St. Vincent de Paul as they reach
out to those in need in our parish boundaries. They
too are grateful to our many quilters who took
their time and talent to make it a great project for all. Their financial resources have suffered through
this pandemic and so appreciate the donations being received. Keep them in mind if you wish to make
a donation directly to them by writing a cheque made out to ‘St. Vincent de Paul Society’. These financial
donations go directly to them for which you will receive a tax receipt at years end from them.
On the note of this mask project, the quilters have taken them beyond our parish as well. With the need at various
organizations outside of our parish, a number of masks have been recently donated to My Sisters Place. For more
information about this program, go to https://cmhamiddlesex.ca/about-cmha/msp/
Your Help is Needed! We are currently in need of a least 4 more Hospitality
Volunteers at each of the 4 Masses. You will be welcoming our community seating
them and helping sanitize after Mass. Please see Heather after Mass or contact her
at the office at ext’n # 260 for more information. Training will be provided.

As at August 31, we are blessed to be able to
report that Offertory giving remains consistent at
87.8% of budgeted forecast, and Operational
Expenses are 83% of forecast.
A couple of items of note; the Canada Emergency
Wage Subsidy (CEWS) received to date, has provided a 21.7% relief from
our total compensation expense, and the discontinuance of our monthly
Diocesan assessment has saved us $55,000. The Diocese has informed us
that the assessment will re-commence September 1. We are very thankful for
the respite this break has provided to our budget, and we are pleased to be
able to now continue to support The Diocese in the important work they do
on our behalf.
Our Audio-Visual Production System installation is almost complete, and we
will be running parallel live-stream broadcasts over the next couple of weeks
prior to going live. We are overwhelmed with the quality of the picture and
the sound that the system will be providing to our ever expanding live-stream
congregation.

To continue to stay connected in supporting us financially, kindly use one of the following options...
1. Interac e-Transfer, simply set up the email address ‘hfparish@dol.ca’ as a recipient, choose the amount
you wish to give, include in the note section( ‘regular offertory’, ‘bible study’, etc) and press send! No
password is required.
2. Pre-authorized automatic withdrawal If you wish to make your Sunday offertory contributions through
automatic bank withdrawals, please complete this form and email it and a copy of a void cheque from your
bank account to Anne Sanderson, our Bookkeeper, at asanderson@dol.ca. If you do not have a cheque, please ask your bank
to provide the appropriate Form indicating your account number, bank number and branch number.
3. Mail in your offertory envelopes along with a cheque made payable to Holy Family Parish and marking in the memo line
“regular offertory donation”.
4. Mobile Giving at Holy Family Parish - Donating to the parish with your mobile phone is easy.
Scan this QR code, follow the prompts and you're done!

During the months of July and August, 9
adults and 2 children were Baptized and
received into the Church. During the past
year, the adults have experienced the Alpha
program in our parish and then journeyed
with the RCIA team to learn about the
Catholic faith. All members of Holy Family
Parish, by their welcoming presence and
prayerful example, have contributed to
bringing each of these people to this
important step in their faith journey. Please
join us in welcoming these wonderful people
to our faith.
Asked about how they were feeling, some of them shared, “I have no more doubts about myself”,

“I know I have God on my side”, “I have strength I never had before”
If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, or simply to learn more about the Catholic faith, the Rite of
Christian Initiation (RCIA) is perfect for you. Please contact Lisa Wright, Sacramental Preparation Coordinator for more
information at lwright@dol.ca or 519-472-0057, x266.

Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist ♦ for those in Grade 2
and Confirmation ♦ for those in Grade 8
Opportunities to receive these most blessed sacraments will be offered twice a year (Fall 2020 and Winter 2021)
Sacrament Preparation will occur online this year, in a beautiful small group format.
To register, or for more information, contact Lisa Wright lwright@dol.ca; 519-472-0057, x266

Parents of children, aged 7 years and up, who have not yet received baptism,
please contact Lisa Wright for more information.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Share Lent collection had to be postponed. On the weekend
of 12-13 September, parishes are to promote the collection that will take place on 19-20 September
for Development and Peace – Caritas Canada COVID-19: Recovering Together. Bishop
Fabbro's letter supporting this collection can be found at this link.

St. Peter’s Seminary Appeal - Once every year, St. Peter's Seminary makes an appeal to the
parishioners of the Diocese of London. It was parishioners who made the Seminary a reality in 1912,
and since then generations of parishioners have supported the Seminary through prayer and financial
donations. This year more than ever, the Seminary needs us to hear the call for assistance. To make a
donation towards this appeal, kindly forward your cheque written out to “Holy Family Parish” and in
the memo line write “St. Peter’s Seminary Appeal. All proceeds received will be forwarded to the
seminary.

Laudato Si’ and Season of Creation
Over the past few Parish Briefings, we have included links to information and resources on Season of Creation 2020 and its
theme “Jubilee for the Earth,” as well as information on the related topics of Integral Ecology and Laudato Si’
Circles. Season of Creation was officially launched on September 1, World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and it
ends on October 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology. A Vatican News story on the Pope’s
message for Jubilee for the Earth at this link. We have created a resource page we will be promoting over the coming weeks
containing all the resources we’ve recently released at this link. You share a link to this resource page on your parish websites
and social media channels.
Living Faith Prayer Booklet - Enrich your prayer life with...
♦ Daily reflections on the scripture passage from the day's reading for dailyMass.
♦ Prayers and meditations timed with the seasons of the Church year.
♦ Well known Catholic writers such as Amy Welborn, Sr. Joyce Rupp and Stephen Rossetti.
We will have the Oct-Nov-Dec booklets available until October 1st - $2.00 each.
Kindly call Kelly at the parish office, ext’n # 201 to make arrangements to purchase a copy.
Updating our Database - We continue to welcome updates from parishioners for our database. If you have recently
moved, changed your phone number or wish to have a new or updated email added to your profile, or your family has
changed in numbers, kindly send this to hfparish@dol.ca or call the office at (519) 472-0057, ext’n # 201. If you are NEW to
our parish, kindly register at https://holyfamilylondon.ca/registration-form/
To request Mass intentions for the weekday Masses, contact Kelly at hfparish@dol.ca or inquire at ext’n #
201. We are accepting offerings for these Masses by sending your cheque made payable to Holy Family Parish,
noting in the memo line that it is for ‘Mass request’. ($10 per Mass intention) These weekday Mass intentions
are posted weekly on our parish website.
Our Intercessory Prayer Team is still very active during this current public health emergency. If you would
like to submit a prayer request, please contact Heather Cushing at hcushing@dol.ca
Resources for prayer can be found on our parish website under the resource tab. As a parish we have a special subscription
to FORMED, The Catholic Faith on Demand. The access code is GD6M84. For new subscribers ...
1. Go to formed.org and click the “Sign Up” button
2. Click “I belong to a parish or organization” and search “Holy Family London”
3. Click on the “Holy Family” that lists our street address (777 Valetta Street). It will then prompt you to add your name
and email address. Once you do this, you’re done!
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Keeping your Family Growing in Faith and Growing in Christ resources are now available from home. The digital
resources Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ, the Catholic School Religious Education program, are now available for home
use. The website features videos, songs, bible stories, prayers, interactive activities and more. To access these resources visit
website: https://media.pearsoncanada.ca/intl/pec/school/ca_sch_religion_sso/ with Username: GIFGIC_student99
and Password: Student99. (NOTE: Login will only work when using Internet Explorer/Edge).
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